R  U  L  E  S, 

ORDERS  and  REGULATIONS, 

O  F  T  H  E 

MAGDALEN  HOUS  E, 

FOR  THE 

RECEPTION 

O  F 

PENITENT  PROSTITUTES. 

■— mmm ■*— — ww— — iMaan  t  i".ttanirim  it  *■■  ipu  iijTWaBaw i»Oa»j 

By  Order  of  the  Governors. 


Second  Edition  corrected,  with  a  new  Introduction. 


.  k.  -Xw 


«  *  *  « 


V 


•  VO 


/ 


INTRODUCTION. 


P  R  1  V  A  T  E  vices  are  public  injuries .  This  is  firongly  verified  in 
the  lawlefs  commerce  of  the  fexes.  A  general  depravity  in  this  in- 
flance,  would  bring  on  a  general  confufion  :  for,  at  the  fame  time  that 
we  untie  the  knot  of  conjugal  love ,  we  rob  the  date  of  its  bed  fupport  and 
fecurity,  and  impioully  dare  to  abrogate  one  of  the  plained  injunctions 
of  the  divine  legflator.  The  happinefs  of  fociety  can  have  no  other 
ftable  foundation  than  the  virtue  of  individuals.  If  the  whole  body  were 
corrupt,  the  diflolution  of  it  would  inevitably  enfue.  With  refpeCt  to 
a  future  fate,  it  is  evident  enough,  to  thofe  who  acknowledge  Jefus 
Cbrifl  as  their  lawgiver,  or  meditate  on  the  precepts  handed  down  by 
the  once  chofen  people  of  God,  that  the firjl  and greatejl  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men,  as  well  as  the  poor  and  illiterate ,  if  they  aCt  with  any  con- 
fidency,  will  call  themfelves  to  account  for  tranfgreffions  of  this  kind, 
how  lightly  foever  they  may  often  treat  fuch  offences.  If  religion  is  the 
glory  of  human  nature  ;  if  we  can  have  no  hopes  of  everlading  felicity 
on  a  principle  which  we  do  not  adopt,  let  him  who  receives  the  faith  of 
Cbrifl,  preferve  the  impreffions  of  it  on  his  mind,  in  the  cleared  and 
mod  indelible  characters,  and  rejoice,  when  an  opportunity  is  offered 
of  reducing  his  faith  to  practice,  that  the  imitation  of  mankind  may  be 

the  more  deadily  engaged  upon  objeCts  of  fuch  vad  importance  to 
them. 


The  increafe  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  has  long  been  an  objeCi 
of  legflative  attention •  To  preferve  is  to  increafe  :  but  if  the  means  of 
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prefervlng  are  alfo  rendered  fubfervientto  population,  in  a  manner  equally 
agreeable  to  divine  and  human  laws,  charity  and  policy  will  then  go  hand 
in  hand,  and  we  may  hope  to  fee  the  happieft  fruits  from  national  zeal ; 
but  if  our  piety  is  not  ftridtly  watched  in  its  operations,  it  will  fometimes 
bewilder  us,  and  pervert  the  end  intended. 


The  undertaking  here  recommended  is  of  a  delicate  nature,  but 
we  need  not  be  alarmed,  as  if  we  fhould  trefpafs  on  thofe  wholefome  rules 
which  are  neceflary  to  keep  mankind  in  awe  :  there  is  fuch  a  ftriCt  analogy 
between  the  di [obedience  of  the  divine  law,  and  the punifhment  of  it,  that 
mifery ,  in  fome  fhape  or  other,  is  infeparable  from  vice .  The  worldly 
diftrefs  which  the  poor  bring  on  themfelves,  is  indeed  the  mojl  level  to 
common  obfervation,  and  oftentimes  fo  very  ftriking,  that  we  anxioufly 
wifh  to  relieve  them,  upon  the  principles  of  meer  humanity  \  but,  when 
religion  fteps  in,  and  they  exprefs  a  defire  to  rejorm ,  it  becomes  an  effen. 
tial  duty  to  afford  them  afliftance. 


Whatever  our  national  prejudices  may  have  formerly  been,  when  we 
come  to  diftinguifh  the  various  caufes  whence  the  miferies  of  life  generally 
fpring,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  compaflionate  the  cafe  of  many  thought - 
lefs young  women ,  who  become  facrijices ,  by  the  means  of  thofe  temptations 
to  which  their  perlonal  advantages  expofed  them.  Surrounded  by  fnares, 
too  often  laid  with  great  art  and  indufiry ,  it  is  no  wonder  that  fallacious 
promifes ,  which  favour  a prope?ifity  to  evil ,  fhould  fometimes  prevail.  But 
the  repentance  here  propofed,  carries  with  it  the  ftrongeft  marks,  that 
their  fond  expectations  of  uninterruptedjoys,  vanifh  like  a  dream.  They 
foon  behold  themfelves,  as  monuments  to  delujion ,  abandoned  by  the  fedu 
cer ,  jorfaken  by  their  relations  and  jr i ends ,  defpijed ,  and  even  infulted 
by  the  world.  When  thus  left  to  ffruggle  with  poverty  and Jcorn ,  what 
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can  be  the  confequence  ?  Alas,  it  is  too  well  known  that  they  plunge 
the  deeper ,  and  become  the  more  abandoned,  till  a  noifome  diftemper  ends 
their  miferable  lives. 

Thefe  are  the  great  out  lines  of  their  picture ;  but  we  are  not  therefore 
to  conclude,  that  all  who  go  aftray  in  this  manner  will  return  to  a  fenfe 
of  duty  :  let  it  fuffice,  that  (ome  of  thefe  unhappy  women  have  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  dreadful  way  of  living,  through  a  habit  of  iieceffity,  rather 
than  a  premeditated  choice  ;  and  that  others,  lefs  pradifed  in  the  paths  of 
iniquity,  difdaining  the  infults  to  which  they  are  expofed,  fly  for  refuge > 
Were  we  to  mark  all  offences  with  extreme  rigour,  the  ftate  of  fociety 
would  indeed  be  a  ftate  of  war,  and  mercy  no  longer  confidered  as 
an  attribute  of  the  deity.  Let  us  then  obferve  the  happy  medium , 
and  fhew  mercy  to  thofe  who  feek  it.  Let  us  enjoy  the  pleafing  reflexion, 
that  whilft  we  exercife  our  own  hearts  in  the  duties  of  humanity,  we 
prevent  the  propagation  of  iniquity,  and  fave  many  from  that  contagious 
diftemper ,  which  hurries  thoufands  to  an  early  grave  :  we  promote  the 
great  caufe  of  religion ,  and  whilft  we  recommend  to  mankind  the  folid 
comforts  of  domeftic  life,  we  afford  thefe  women  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
cover  from  their  forlorn  condition ,  to  regain  the  hopes  of  mercy  from 
their  God 3  and  to  become  worthy  th z  protection  of  their  country . 

To  fave  a  foul  from  death,  is  furely  the  higheft  objed  of  that  glorious 
ambition,  which  leads  us  to  afpire  at  the  enjoyments  of  heaven.  If  we 
make  a  tru Qpraffiical  diftindion  between  the  penitent,  and  the  impenitent 
proflitute,  there  can  hardly  be  any  danger.  Whether  affliction  opens 
the  door  to  her  repentance,  or  whether  that  juft  difcernment  which  true 
religion  always  infpires,  leads  her  to  feek  for  refuge ,  to  (hut  againft  her 
all  the  avenues  to  comfort,  has  fomething  in  it  fo  extremely  (hocking, 
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that  it  is  hard  to  fay,  if  the  heart  bleeds  moft  on  the  account  of  our 
common  humanity ,  or  Jhudders  for  fear  of  offending  him  who  is  the  tender 
parent  of  mankind. 

It  is  beyond  all  difpute,  that  the  piety  of  this  nation  had,  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  other  countries,  long  fince  induced  us  to  fhew  the 
kind  of  mercy  here  recommended,  if  we  had  thought  of  any  practicable 
method  of  doing  it.  As  there  are  many  incidents,  in  the  great  affairs 
of  government ,  which  occafionally  require  new  laws ,  though  we  doubt 
the  fuccefs  of  almoft  any  law  that  can  be  digefted;  fo,  in  fome  defperate 
cafes,  which  fall  under  the  more  immediate  cognizance  of  private  per- 
fons,  experiments  muft  be  tried.  Time,  which  ripens  all  things,  and  that 
good  providence  which  fuperintends  all  human  affairs,  have  now  eradica¬ 
ted  thofe  prejudices,  which  created  infuperable  difficulties,  to  the  very 
attempt.  At  length  we  believe ,  for  we  fee ,  that  many  women,  in  the 
mofl:  abject  ftate,  may  be  recovered  to  a  fe?ife  of  virtue  ;  and  that  they 
are  truly  rendered  capable  of  wiping  off  thofe  ftains  in  their  character, 
which  had  excluded  them  from  the  common  bleffings  of  life. 
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Stridi  order  and  difcipline  are,  indeed,  effential  to  all  undertakings,  but 
more  particularly  in  luch  as  this  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  prefumed,  that 
fuch  as  the  deportment  of  thefe  women  is,  in  the  public  worfhip  of  their 
Maker ,  fuch  is  their  behaviour ,  at  their  labour ,  and  at  the  common  re- 
frefhments  of  life.  For  as  this  charity  is  founded  in  a  fuppofition  of  a 
practical  belief  that  the  foul  is  immortal,  and  a  return  to  an  unfeigned 
obedience  to  the  divine  precepts  of  the  Great  Prophet  and  Redeemer  of  the 
world ,  it  cannot  be  fupported  on  any  other  principle.  And  it  is  very  remark¬ 
able,  that  of  128  women  received,  within  thefe  few  months,  fince  the 
opening  of  the  houfe,  at  a  venture,  and  chiefly  from  their  own  account 
1  of 


of  themfelves,  only  1 9  have  been  difcharged  ;  fome  of  thefe  very  ho¬ 
nourably,  as  being  reconciled  to  their  friends ,  or  labouring  under  chronical 
diftemfersy  which  rendered  their  abode  incompatible  with  the  nature  of 
a  houfeof  piety  and  labour;  and,  upon  the  ftridteft  examination,  very 
few  have  proved  to  be  unfit  objedts.  If  we  confider  the  infant  ftate  of 
the  charity,  it  is  equally  matter  of  joy  and  furprize,  that  the  thing 
fliould  be  at  once  fo  well  underftood; 

Virtue  is  epidemical  as  well  as  vice .  We  fee  the  force  of  example  in 
many  inftances.  Some  reformations  have  been  brought  about  by  means 
of  the  bare  report  of  the  fandtity  of  this  inftitution  :  and  the  public  has 
feen  fome  of  the  capital  ftreets  of  this  metropolis ,  which  ufed  to  be  the 
grand  rendezvous  of  proftitutes,  the  dangerous  obftrudtion  to  the  unwary 
paflenger,  has  been  happily  removed,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  civil 
magijlrate . 

In  the  mean  time,  if  we  look  back  on  the  objedts  of  this  beneficent  un¬ 
dertaking,  nothing  can  be  more  interefting  than  the  reconciliations  of  their 
parents  and  friends,  as  preparatory  to  their  reception  in  the  world ;  whilft 
the  proofs  which  are  often  given  by  fome  of  them,  demonftrate  much 
higher  fentiments,  than  the  generality  of  mankind  is  apt  to  conceive  of 
perfons  under  fuch  circumftances.  Nor  is  this  charity  lefs  worthy  our 
attention,  in  a  political  view.  It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  prefer- 
vation  is  one  kind  of  increafe ,  and  we  may  fafely  pronounce,  that  fixty 
out  of  a  hundred  of  thefe  women  would,  probably,  have  been  dead  in  lefs 
than  two  years.  They  are  now  recovering  their  conftitutions,  and,  as 
they  lear nufeful  employments ,  we  may  flatter  ourfelves  that,  by  their  la¬ 
bour  and  ingenuity,  they  will  obtain  an  honeft  fupport  when  they  return 
into  the  world.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  many  of  them  will  in  due 
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time,  become  faithful  domeftic  fcrvants>  whilft  their  religion  will  qualify 
them  for  making  the  beftof  wives. — Let  the  hearts  of  their  benefactors 

O 

exult  in  triumphs  of  joy  and  companion ,  when  they  hear  them  chant  the 
praifes  of  their  Maker ,  and  pour  out  their  hearts  in  gratitude  for  their  de¬ 
liverance  from  the  bondage  of  Jin.  To  confider  what  they  were,  and  what 
they  now  appear  to  be,  a  change  of  manners  of  this  kind  is  not  lefs Jirange 
than  new ;  and  with  pleafure  we  behold  an  effeCt  which  we  once  thought 
next  to  impofible.  Our  fellow-fubjeCts  may  be  perfwaded,  that  no 
care  will  be  wanting  to  render  the  charity  inftrumental  to  all  the  great 
and  good  purpofes  for  which  it  is  intended  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  fuch 
aid  will  be  afforded,  as  will  fix  it  on  a  bafis  hardly  to  be  fhaken,  whilft 
Virtue  can  maintain  her  warfare  with  the  dangerous  vice  in  queftion. 
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RULES  and  REGULATIONS. 


Of  the  Gove  rnment. 

A  President. 

Four  Vice-Presidents. 

A  Treasurer. 

A  General  Court. 

A  General  Committee  of  twenty-one  Governors. 

i.  npHE  P  ref  dent ,  four  Vice-pref  dents,  Treafurer ,  and  Committee 
A  c/'  twenty-one ,  are  annually  chofen  the  laft  Wednefdaym  June  $ 
and  yew/z  of  the  committee  go  out  yearly. 

2.  All  the  officers  are  chofen  annually. 

'to 

Of  the  Treasurer. 

1.  He  receives  all  benefa&ions,  keeps  an  account  of  all  receipts  and 
payments,  and  accounts  at  the  four  quarterly  general  courts,  or 
oftener,  if  required. 

2.  The  furplus  money  remaining  in  his  hands,  at  any  of  the  faid  courts, 
more  than  fufficient  to  defray  the  current  expences,  he  is  to  lay  out 
in  fuch  government  fecurities  as  the  majority  of  the  governors,  then 
prefent,  ffiall  think  fit. 

3.  He  is  to  pay  no  bills,  unlefs  they  be  firft  figned  by  three  of  the 
committee. 

Of 
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of  the  General  Courts. 

1.  The  general  courts  confift  of  at  leaft  ten  governors.  The  prefident, 
or  vice-prefident,  the  trcafurer,  or  chairman  prefiding,  is  to  explain 
the  hufinefs  of  the  afiembly  5  to  put  queftions,  and,  if  required,  to 
put  fuch  queftions  to  the  vote,  by  ballot;  and,  in  cafe  of  an  equa¬ 
lity,  fuch  perfon  prefiding  fhall  have  a  carting  vote. 

2.  The  general  courts  are  held  quarterly,  viz,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in 
Jitney  the  laft  Wednefday  in  September ,  the  firft  IVednefday  in  January, 
and  the  laft  Wednefday  in  March  every  year,  at  which  time  the  go¬ 
vernors  are  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  charity,  and  the  feveral 
books  of  admiffion  and  difmiflion,  and  all  others,  are  laid  before 
them. 

3.  The  fecret  ary  is  to  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  prefident ,  vice-prefi - 
dents ,  treafurer ,  and  governors ,  when  the  quarterly  and  aimual 
general  courts  are  held,  and  the  fame  is  alfo  advertifed  in  the  Daily 
and  Public  Advertifers ,  on  the  Wednefday  and  Saturday  preceding. 

4.  The  annual  general  court  is  held  the  laft  Wednefday  in  June ,  at  which 
time  the  officers  are  chofen. 

5.  At  every  annual  general  court ,  is  laid  before  the  governors,  the  gene¬ 
ral  ftate  of  the  hofpital,  refpedting  the  year’s  receipts  and  dijburfe- 
ments ,  cafh  in  hand ,  &c.  the  ?iumber  of  women  admitted  into  the  faid 
houfe  fince  the  laft  annual  meeting  ;  the  number  of  thofe  provided 
for  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  and  in  what  manner,  and  the  time 
they  continued  in  the  houfe.  An  abftracft  of  the  faid  account  is  alfo 
publiflied  in  fuch  manner  as  the  governors  fhall  deem  moft  fatisfac- 
tory  to  the  public. 


Of 
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Of  the  General  Committee. 

1.  It  confifls  of  twenty-one ,  Jive  of  whom  conftitute  a  quorum,  and  the 
prefident,  vice-prefidents,  and  treafurer,  are  always  of  this  general 
committee,  one  of  whom  is  chairman  ;  but  if  none  of  them  are  pre- 
fent,  then  the  faid  committee  may  chufe  their  chairman. 

2.  They  meet  at  lead  once  a  week,  but  oftener  if  they  find  it  neceflary. 

3.  No  member  of  this  committee  (hall  be  interefted  in  a  pecuniary  way, 
diredtly  or  indireitly,  in  any  bufinefs,  matter,  or  thing,  in  the  de¬ 
partment  of  the  faid  committee. 

4.  When  there  is  any  particular  bufinefs,  the  fame  is  to  be  exprefied  in 
the  fummons,  and  firft  entered  upon  and  determined,  before  any 
other  bufinefs  is  propofed. 

5.  The  committee  have  power  to  admit  fuch  petitioners  as  they  fhall 
approve,  and  difmifs  any  who  are  already  admitted  ;  contract  for,  and 
infpedt  the  cloathing,  furniture,  and  provifions,  in  order  that  they 
be  all  good  of  their  kind. 

6.  They  give  orders  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  perfons  ad¬ 
mitted  fhall  be  employed  moft  properly,  for  the  advantage  of  the 
charity. 

7.  They  examine  into  the  conduit  of  all  the  officers  and  fervants,  and 
give  them  fuch  orders  as  occafion  may  require  ;  they  have  power  to 
fufpend  any  of  them  upon  mifbehaviour ;  to  difcharge  any  of  the 
menial  fervants,  and  to  appoint  others  in  their  room. 
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8.  The  rough  minutes  of  the  committee  are  read  and  figned  by  the  chair¬ 
man  before  he  leaves  the  chair.  The  fair  minutes  arealfo  read  at  the 
next  meeting,  before  any  other  bufinefs  is  entered  upon,  and  figned  by 
the  chairman,  as  an  acquiefcence  that  they  are  the  real  minutes  of  the 
laft  meeting. 

9.  A  fub-committee  of  three  lhall  be  appointed,  who,  if  neceflary,  are 
jointly  to  vifit  the  wards,  in  order  to  make  their  report. 


0/  Gove  r  n  o  r  s  in  general \ 

1 .  A  fubfeription  of  twenty  guineas  is  a  qualification  for  a  governor  for 
life. 

2.  An  annual  fubfeription  of  five  guineas  is  a  qualification  of  a  governor  for 
that  year  ;  which  fubfeription,  when  it  fhall  amount  to  twenty -five 
guineas ,  is  a  qualification  for  a  governor  for  life.  Every  fuch  fub- 
feriber  is  entitled  to  one  vote  only. 

3.  If  any  annual  fulficriber  fhall  be  more  than  two  years  in  arrear,  his 
power,  as  a  governor,  ceafes  till  fuch  arrears  be  paid. 

# 

4.  Every  lady,  fubferibing  as  above,  is  intitled  to  vote  perfonally,  or  by 
proxy,  provided  that  proxy  be  brought  by  a  governor. 

5.  No  governor  fhall  be  pofiefled  of  more  than  one  proxy. 

6.  Any  five  governors  have  power  to  require  a  general  meeting,  provided 
they  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  prefiident ,  one  of  the  vice-prefidents ,  or 
treafiurer ,  by  letter,  fetting  forth  the  bufinefs  for  which  fuch  meeting 
is  required,  and  figned  by  them  refpecSively. 

7.  All 


1 


[  *3  ] 

7*  All  elections  are  made  by  holding  up  of  hands,  unlefa  a  ballot  be 
required,  and  if  there  be  an  equality  of  votes,  the  chairman  has  the 
calling  vote. 

Of  the  Duties  of  the  refpe&ive  Officers  to  be 

employed  in  this  Charity. 

I.  Of  the  Chaplain. 

1.  He  attends  all  committees,  and  makes  reports  of  what  he  thinks  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  good  conduit  and  benefit  of  the  undertaking. 

2.  He  reads  prayers  morning  and  evening,  at  a  regular  time  appointed, 
and  prays  and  preaches  twice  every  Sunday ,  at  fuch  fixed  hours  as 
are  judged  mofl  convenient ;  he  adminiflers  the  facrament  on  the 
great  feftivals,  and  once  every  month. 

3.  He  attends  the  fick  and  illiterate,  and  takes  efpecial  care  to  inflruit 
them  according  to  the  principles  and  duties  of  the  proteflant  reli¬ 
gion. 

II.  Of  the  Physicians. 

1.  To  enlarge  on  their  bufinefs  is  needlefs,  application  and  flcill  are 
ever  required,  and  a  more  humane  and  prudent  conduit  than  per¬ 
haps  is  neceffary  in  any  other  eflablifhment. 

2.  One  of  them  attends  the  committee,  and  makes  weekly  reports. 

III.  Of 
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III.  Of  the  Surgeons. 

The  fame  rules  are  obferved  by  them,  as  by  the  phyficians. 

IV.  Of  the  Apothecaries. 

The  fame  is  alfo  obferved  by  them.  The  phyficians,  furgeons ,  and 
apothecaries,  attend  in  their  own  perfons,  and  no  pupil,  apprentice ,  or 
fervent ,  is  at  any  time  admitted  into  the  wards. 

V.  Of  the  Matron. 

].  She  refides  condantly  in  the  houfe,  and  dire&s  the  ceconomy  thereof. 

2.  She  is  fully  inftrudted  in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  houfe  j  obferves 
them  ftridtly,  and  makes  report  to  the  committee  of  whatever  die 
thinks  will  be  moft  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity. 

а.  She  receives  inftrudtions  from  the  committee,  in  what  manner  to 
govern  and  regulate  the  domeftic  affairs . 

4.  She  fees  that  all  the  women  are  neat  and  decent  in  their  cloaths  and 
perfons,  and  properly  employed,  and  difcharge  their  duty  ;  and  that 
they  conflantly  attend  divine  fervice.  She  receives  from  the  fteward 
the  materials  for  their  work,  and  delivers  the  work  back  to  him, 
and  fees  that  he  makes  a  regular  entry  and  account  thereof. 

5.  She  takes  care  of  all  the  houfhold  linen,  and  what  belongs  to  the 
cloathing,  fo  that  the  Jleward  may  keep  an  account  thereof. 

б.  She  requires,  of  the  fteward,  fuch  provifions  as  are  necefiary  for  the 
houfe,  and  fuffers  none  to  be  carried  away,  nor  any  wafte  to  be 
made. 


7.  She 
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7.  She  takes  care  that  the  rules  of  the  houfe  be  ftridtly  obferved,  with 
regard  to  the  time  of  reft,  diet,  hours  of  devotion,  and  every  thing 
that  concerns  the  good  order  of  the  houfe. 

8.  She  keeps  the  keys  of  the  outward  doors,  which  are  delivered  into 
her  hands,  after  the  doors  are  locked,  at  J even  in  the  winter,  and 
nine  in  the  fummer. 

VI.  Of  the  Secretary. 

♦ 

1.  He  keeps  the  general  accounts,  in  the  looks,  and  in  the  method \  which 
is  diredted,  and  carries  on  the  correfpondency. 

2.  He  is  prefent  at  all  meetings,  takes  minutes,  and  does  whatever  is 
required  from  the  nature  of  his  office. 

3.  He  collects  the  annual  fubfcriptions,  and  gives  notice  to  fubfcribers 
who  are  more  than  one  year  in  arrear. 

VII.  Of  the  Steward. 

1.  He  refides  conftantly  in  the  houfe,  and  follows  no  other  bufinefs  or 
employment  but  what  relates  to  this  charity. 

2.  He  receives  the  refpedtive  provifions  and  materials  for  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  women,  ordered  by  the  committee ;  he  infpedts  the 
weights,  me  afar  es ,  and  quality  thereof,  and  makes  regular  entries  of 
them. 

3.  He  keeps  an  exadt  account  of  all  work  done  by  every  refpedtive 

woman,  when  the  matron  delivers  it  to  him. 

1  4.  He 
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4.  He  keeps  a  fair  and  exadl  inventory  of  the  furniture ,  as  ranged  in  the 
different  wards  and  apartments ,  with  the  coft  of  each  article ,  and  all 
other  domeflic  concerns ,  and  accounts  with  the  treafurer  when  re- 

5.  He  gives  fecurity,  if  required,  in  the  fum  of  two  hundred 

POUNDS. 


quired 


VIII.  Of  the  Porter. 

1.  He  attends  the  gates,  receives  meffages  and  letters,  and  does  all 
other  matters  relating  to  his  office. 

2.  He  is  not  to  receive  any  letter,  meffage,  or  other  thing  into  the 
houfe,  or  fend  out  any  thing  without  the  knowledge  and  infpedion 
of  the  matron. 

3.  He  refides  in  the  houfe,  and  ftriftly  obferves  the  inftrudtions  which 
are  given  him  in  regard  to  vifitors,  letters,  &c. 

4.  He  gives  fecurity  at  the  difcretion  of  the  committee. 

IX,  Of  the  Messenger. 

1.  He  is  employed  in  errands  and  out-door  bufinefs,  and  dwells  in  the 
houfe,  and  gives  fecurity  if  required. 

2.  He  is  not  to  bring  any  letter ,  verbal  meffage ,  or  other  thing  into  the 
houfe  s  or  carry  out  any  meffage  or  other  thing,  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  infpedtion  of  the  matron. 


N.  B.  Neither  the feward}  porter ,  or  mefenger ,  have  any  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  wards . 


(  *7  ) 

Every  officer  and fervant  of  the  houfe ,  is  under  the  ftriElejl  injunc¬ 
tion  not  to  receive  any  money ,  fee,  gratuity ,  or  reward ,  direCtly , 
indirectly ,  except  their  wages . 

X.  0/  Admission. 

1.  The  method  of  admiffion  is  by  petition  to  the'committee,  fetting  forth 
the  petitioner’s  name,  place  of  abode,  and  parifh  fettlement  (if  any.) 

N.  B.  A  printed  form  of  a  petition ,  with  proper  blanks ,  may  be 
had  (gratis)  by  application  at  the  houfe . 

2.  Eyery  petitioner  is  examined,  as  to  her  health,  by  a  proper  matron  at¬ 
tending  for  that  purpofe,  and,  if  necelfary,  by  the  phyfician  and  fur- 
geon. 

3.  When  the  petitioner  is  approved,  her  petition  is  written  upon,  by 
the  chairman,  found  proper. 

4.  Every  perfon  upon  admiffion  fubfcribes  to  the  rules  of  the  houfe,  and 
enters  into  an  agreement  to  the  following  purport,  viz .  to  pay  the 
fum  of  ten  pounds  per  annum  for  her  boards  lodging ,  and  neceffiaries% 
which  agreement  is  to  be  void,  provided  fuch  perfons  continue  in  the 
houfe  three  years  -3  or  a  lefs  time,  at  the  option  of  the  committee. 

5.  No  perfon  admitted  is  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  houfe,  without  fpecial 

leave,  in  writing,  figned  by  the  treafurer  or  chairman,  and  two  of 
the  committee. 


XL  Of 

H? 
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XT.  Of  the  Wards. 

1.  One  or  more  wards  are  to  be  allotted  for  perfons  newly  admitted, 
where  they  may  remain,  if  neceflary,  for  fome  time,  for  a  trial  of  their 
behaviour,  before  they  are  clafled  in  the  other  wards. 

2.  There  may  be  a  fuperiority  or  preference  of  wards,  according  to  the 
education  or  behaviour  of  the  perfon  admitted,  and  the  lower  wards  to 
confift  of  inferior  perfons,  and  of  thofe  who  may  be  degraded  for 
milbehaviour. 

3.  They  are  clajfed  in  each  ward,  and  one  is  appointed  to  prefide,  and 
be  accountable  for  the  condudt  and  behaviour  of  the  reft. 

4.  They  do  the  neceflary  offices  of  their  refpeffive  wards,  excepting  the 
perfon  appointed  to  preftde,  by  rotation,  or  as  may  be  otherwife  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  committee . 

$ 

5.  They  perform  the  neceflary  offices  of  the  houfe ,  as  diredted  by  the  ma¬ 
tron,  and  an  allowance  fhall  be  made  to  fuch  as  perform  thefe  offices* 
out  of  the  general  produce  of  the  work  done  in  the  houfe,  according 
to  the  proportion  of  the  value  of  their  duty  and  labour. 

6.  Each  perfon  lies  in  a  feparate  bed,  and  has  a  cheft  for  her  cloaths  and 
linen,  under  a  lock,  the  key  of  which  is  kept  by  herfelf. 

7.  Where  the  rooms  admit  of  it,  a  fmall  clofet  or  apartment  is  provided 
for  the  retirement  of  the  moft  ferious  and  beft  behaved,  in  the  intervals 
of  their  employment,  and  thefe  are  alfo  confldered  as  the  reward  of 
good  condudt. 

8.  A  fick  ward  is  alfo  provided... 

i  XII.  Of 
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XII.  Of  their  Names. 

i  .  Their  true  names  are  regiftered,  but  if  they  are  defirous  of  concealing 
themfelves,  they  have  liberty  to  aflame  a  feigned  name. 

2.  As  reproaches  for  paft  irregularities  are  forbidden  under  the  fevered: 
ini un cfbions ;  neither  is  any  enquiry  into  names  or  families  permitted, 
but  all  poffible  difcouragement  given  to  every  kind  of  difcovery,  that 
the  parties  themfelves  do  not  chufe  to  make. 

XIII.  Of  their  Dress. 

1.  If,  upon  their  admiffion,  their  apparel  is  in  any  tolerable  condition,  it 
is  cleaned ,  ticketed ,  and  laid  by,  in  order  to  be  returned  to  them 
whenever  they  leave  the  houfe  :  but  if  fuch  apparel  is  too  fine  for 
their  ftation,  the  fame  may  be  fold,  and  the  produce  brought  to  their 
account. 

2.  They  wear  an  uniform  of  light-grey,  and  in  their  whole  drefs  are 
plain  and  neat. 

XIV.  Of  their  Diet. 

1.  A  diet  for  breakfaft,  dinner,  and  fupper,  is  appointed  at  the  difcretion 
of  the  committee,  and  the  fame  written  in  a  fair  hand  writing,  and 
hung  up  in  the  committee-room,  which  diet  may  be  fettled  at  the  fir  ft 
meeting  in  every  month. 

2.  Each  ward  dines  at  a  feparate  table. 

3.  The  matron  may  dine  at  the  head  of  the  table  of  the  fuperior  ward. 

C  2  4.  The 


/ 
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4*  The  head  of  each  ward  dines  at  the  upper  end  of  each  table,  and fays 
grace . 

XV..  Of  /&/>  Employment. 

1 .  Each  perfon  is  employed  in  fuch  work  or  bufinefs  as  is  fuitable  to  her 
abilities,  and  may  have  fuch  part  of  the  benefit  arifing  from  her  labour 
and  ingenuity,  as  the  committee  (hall  judge  her  deferving  of ;  which 
fum  may  be  increafed  by  the  bounty  of  the  houfe,  as  favourable  op¬ 
portunities  happen  for  eftablifhing  them  in  the  world. 

2.  One  in  each  ward  prefides,  and  is  anfwerable,  to  the  matron,  for  the 
induftry  and  good  behaviour  of  the  reft ;  and  fuch  as  are  capable  of 
inftru&ing  others,  fhall  be  properly  rewarded. 

3.  No  part  of  their  labour  is  fold  in  the  houfe ,  but  at  fome  other  place  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  committee. 

4.  Thearticlesintendedfortheemployment  of  thefe  women,  are,  tomake 
their  own  cloaths,  both  linen  and  woollen;  fpinning  the  thread  and 
making  the  cloth. — To  knit  their  (lockings  from  the  raw  materials. — 
To  make  bone-lace.- — Black-lace. — Artificial  flowers. — Childrens  toys. 
— Spinning  fine  thread ;  alfo  woollen  yarn. — Windingfilk. — Embroid¬ 
ery. — All  branches  of  millinary. — Making  women  and  children’s  (hoes, 
mantuas,  (lays,  coats. — Cauls  for  wigs,  weaving  hair  for  perukes. — 
Knitting  hofe  and  (lockings. — Making  leathern  and  filken  gloves. — 
Making  garters. — Drawing  patterns. — Making  foldiers  cloaths  and 
feamen’s  flops. — Making  carpets  after  the  Turkey  manner,  which  may 
be  eafily  fuited  to  their  flrength  and  abilities. — Or  whatever  employ¬ 
ment  their  feveral  abilities  and  genius  lead  to  (a). 

5.  Quick 

(a)  The  chief  objects  in  which  they  have  been  hitherto  employed,  are  fpinning  of  wool 

and  flax,  winding  filk,  making  fine,  and  alfo  flop  fhirts  ;  making  gloves,  and  embroidering 

the  backs  of  them,  and  making  all  the  houfhold  linen,  and  all  their  own  cloaths. 
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5.  Quick  fale  fhall  be  made  of  the  product  of  their  labour  and  Inge¬ 
nuity,  that  they  may  know  how  their  property  accumulates,  as  an 
additional  fpur  to  induftry. 

6.  In  their  work,  as  in  every  other  circumftance,  the  utmoft  delicacy 
and  humanity  are  obferved,  that  this  eftablifhment  may  not  be  thought 
a  houfe  of  correction,  or  even  of  hard  labour,  but  a  fafe  retreat  from 
their  diftrefsful  circumftances. 

XVI.  Of  times  of  Rest  and  Diet. 

1.  From  Lady- day  to  Michaelmas  they  rife  at  fx,  and  go  to  bed  at  ten  • 
and  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day  rife  at  feven>  and  are  in  bed  at  nine  > 
and  after  that  time  no  fire  or  candle  are  allowed,  except  in  the  fick 
ward. 

2.  They  breakfaft  at  nine  o'clock^  and  are  allowed  half  an  hour;  and  dine 
at  one  o  clocks  and  are  allowed  an  hour  ;  and  leave  off  work  at  fix  in 

the  winter,  and  /even  in  the  fummer. 

« 

N.  B.  Befides  Sundays,  there  are  certain  days  of  relaxation ,  amongfl 
thefe  Good-friday  and  Afh-wednefday  are  devoted  to  piety  and  reading . 

XVII.  Of  Cautions  relating  to  Visitors. 

1.  The  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries,  when  they  vifit  the 
wards,  are  attended  by  the  matron. 

2.  No  governor,  or  any  other  perfon,  is  permitted  to  vifit  the  wards, 
or  any  of  the  women,  without  leave  in  writing,  firfl:  obtained  from 
the  treafurer  or  chairman,  and  two  of  the  committee,  except  in  cafes 
provided  for,  and  in  all  cafes  the  matron  is  to  attend  them. 

i 


XVIIL 
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XVIII.  Of  Dismission  for  Faults. 

i  .  Abufive  or  reproachful  language,  infolence  or  difobedience  to  the  offi¬ 
cers,  indecent  or  profane  expreffions,  and  fuch  kind  of  turbulent  con¬ 
duct,  fubjefts  them  to  confinement  in  a  room  for  fix  hours  for  the  firft 
offence.  For  the  fecond  offence  they  are  admonifhed  publicly  by  the 
chaplain  and  the  matron  ;  and  the  reft  of  their  own  ward  are  alfo 
appealed  to,  for  their  difapprobation  of  fuch  conduct.  The  third  of¬ 
fence  fubjedts  them  to  be  confined  for  twelve  hours,  and  to  have  but 
one  fpare  meal  during  the  whole  day  ;  and,  if  found  incorrigible,  then 
to  forfeit  a  certain  proportion,  or  the  whole  of  what  they  may  have 
acquired  by  their  labour,  at  the  defcretion  of  the  committee  :  it  alfo 
fubjedts  them  to  the  confequences  of  their  agreement  3  and  difmiffion 
from  the  houfe,  never  to  be  re-admitted. 

2«  After  the  continuance  of  any  woman  in  the  houfe  for  three  years,  or 
upon  the  modeft  and  virtuous  demeanor,  and  induftrious  condudt  of 
fuch  woman,  upon  the  application  of  her  parents  or  friends,  or  any 
houfekeeper  of  fufficient  credit,  if  fuch  friends  declare  they  forgive 
part  offences,  and  will  provide  for  her  3  or,  if  fuch  houfekeeper  will 
receive  fuch  woman  as  a  fervant ;  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  difcharge  fuch  woman,  with  her  confent. 

3.  Upon  the  difcharge  of  fuch  woman,  her  cloaths,  or  if  fold,  the 
produce  of  them  (hall  be  returned  to  her,  together  with  whatever 
may  be  due  upon  her  account,  and  a  certificate  fhall  be  given  her, 
under  the  hand  of  th zprejident,  one  of  the  vice-prefi dents ,  or  treafurer> 
and  two  or  more  of  the  committee,  of  her  good  condudt  and  behaviour 
during  the  time  of  her  continuance  in  the  houfe. 


4.  Every 
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4.  Every  woman  who  fhall  be  placed  out  in  a  fervice  from  this  houfe, 
and  fhall  continue  one  whole  year  in  fuch  fervice,  to  the  approbation 
of  her  matter  or  miftrefs,  upon  its  being  made  appear  to  the  fatisfadtion 
of  the  committee,  the  committee  may  give  fuch  woman  a  gratuity, 
not  exceeding  two  guineas ,  as  a  reward  for  her  good  behaviour. 

5.  The  committee  will,  upon  the  good  behaviour  of  any  of  the  women, 
intereft  themfelves  to  obtain  a  reconciliation  with  their  parents  and 
friends,  in  order  to  their  return  into  the  world  ;  and,  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions,  their  contracts  will  be  cancelled. 

6.  Befides  the  vouchers  above  mentioned,  and  the  advantages  arifing 
from  their  labour,  a  bounty  may  be  given,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  to  fuch  as  are  properly  difcharged.  This  bounty  will  be  pre- 
fented,  not  only  to  thole  who  marry ,  in  a  manner  fatisfa&ory  to  the 
committee,  but  alfo  to  fuch  as  fhall  fet  up  trades ,  in  whatever  way 
they  fhall  have  gained  a  proficiency  ;  fo  that  nothing  fhall  be  omitted 
which  can  promote  the  great  ends  of  preferving  life,  of  rendering 
that  life  ufeful,  and  of  recovering  thofe  who  are  now  loft  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Tbefe  Rules  and  Orders  will  be  improved  from  time  to  time ,  as  experience 
may  render  necejjary . 


FRR- 
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A  PRAY  E  R  for  the  life  of  the  Magdalen 

,1  Xf  i  ii-Vi  *  -  a  »  Xj  *Ji4  •»  x  "*  v#  •*  \  %  % '  ^  *  j  i  f  >  »  -  » 

Chapel. 

FAT  HER  of  mercies  and  God  of  ail  comfort,  who  haft  lent  thy 
Son  JefusChrift  into  the  world,  to  fave  that  which  was  loft  5  we 
praife  thy  holy  name  for  the  bountiful  provifion  made  in  this  place,  for 
the  fpiritual  and  temporal  wants  of  miferable  offenders :  befeeching  thee 
fo  to  difpofe  our  hearts  by  the  powerful  working  of  thy  bleflfed  fpirit, 
that  through  fincere  repentance  and  a  lively  faith,  we  may  obtain  remii- 
fion  of  our  fins,  and  all  the  precious  promifes  of  thy  gofpel.  Awaken 
thofe  who  have  not  yet  a  due  fenfe  of  their  guilt  :  and  perfedt  a  godly 
forrow  where  it  is  begun.  Renew  in  us  whatfoever  hath  been  decayed 
by  the  fraud  and  malice  of  the  devil,  or  by  our  own  carnal  will  and  frail- 
nefs.  Preferve  us  after  efcaping  the  pollutions  of  the  world,  from  being 
again  entangled  therein  5  and  keep  us  in  a  ftate  of  conftant  watchfulnefs 
and  humility.  Forgive,  as  we  do  from  our  hearts,  thofe  who  have 
injured  us  :  and  grant  to  all  who  have  feduced  others,  or  been  feduced 
themfelves  into  wickednefs,  that  they  may  forfake  the  evil  of  their  do¬ 
ings,  and  live .  Make  this  houfe  a  blefiing,  we  pray  thee,  to  the  fouls 
and  bodies  of  all  its  inhabitants,  and  a  glorious  monument  of  thy  grace> 
abounding  to  the  chief  of  finners.  Strengthen  the  hands,  dired  the 
counfels,  reward  the  labours  and  the  liberality,  of  all  who  are  engaged 
in  the  government  or  fupport  of  it :  and  increafe  the  number  of  thofe, 
who  have  a  zeal  for  thy  glory,  and  compaffion  on  the  ignorant,  and 
on  them  that  are  out  of  the  way  ;  that  many  may  be  turned  from 
darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  fatan  unto  God,  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord.  Amen . 
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HYMN 


HYMN  I. 

For  the  Morning. 

AWake,  my  Soul,  and  with  the  Sun 
Thy  daily  Stage  of  Duty  run : 
Shake  off  dull  Sloth,  and  early  rife, 

To  pay  thy  Morning  Sacrifice. 

Redeem  thy  mif-fpent  Time  that’s  paft ; 
Live  this  Day,  as  if  ’twere  thy  laft : 

T*  improve  thy  Talents  take  due  Care, 
’Gainft  the  great  Day  thyfelf  prepare. 

Let  all  thy  Converfe  be  fincere  ; 

Thy  Conscience  as  the  Noon  Day  clear  ; 
Think  how  th’all-fecing  God  thy  Ways, 
And  all  thy  fecret  Thoughts  furveys. 

Wake,  and  lift  up  thyfelf,  my  Heart, 
And  with  the  Angels  bear  thy  Part*, 
Who  all  Night  long  unwearied  fing, 
Glory  to  the  Eternal  King. 

I  wake,  I  wake,  ye  heav’nly  Choir  ; 
May  your  Devotion  me  infpire : 

That  I,  like  you,  my  Age  may  fpend- 
Like  you,  may  on  my  God  attend. 

May  I,  like  you,  in  God  delight ; 
Have  all  Day  long  my  God  in  Sight : 
Perform,  like  you,  my  Maker’s  Will : 
O!  may  1  never  more  do  Ill. 

Glory  to  Thee,  who  fafe  haft  kept ; 
And  haft  refrefh’d  me  whilft  I  flept  : 
Grant  Lord,  whenlfromDeathfhall wake, 
1  may  of  endlefs  Life  partake. 

Lord,  I  my  Vows  to  thee  renew; 
Scatter  my  Sins  as  Morning  Dew:  [Will, 
Guard  my  firft  Spring  of  Thought  and 
And  with  Thyfelf  my  Spirit  fill. 


Direcft,  control,  fuggeft  this  Day, 

All  I  defign,  or  do,  or  fay  ; 

That  all  my  Pow’rs,  with  all  their  Might, 
In  thy  foie  Glory  may  unite. 

PraifeGod,  from  whom  all  Bleftings  flow ; 
Praife  Him,  all  Creatures  here  below : 
Praife  him  above,  y’  Angelic  Hoft : 
Praife  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  GhofL 

HYMN  II. 

For  the  Evening. 

GLory  to  Thee,  my  God,  this  Night, 
For  all  the  Bleftings  of  the  Light. 
Keep  me,  O  keep  me.  King  of  Kings, 
Under  thy  own  Almighty  Wings. 

Forgive  me,  Lord,  for  thy  dear  Son, 
The  Ills  that  I  this  Day  have  done ; 
That  with  the  World,  myfelf,  and  Thee, 
I,  ere  I  fleep,  at  Peace  may  be. 

Teach  me  to  live,  that  I  may  dread 
The  Grave  as  little  as  my  Bed  ; 

Teach  me  to  die,  that  fo  I  may 
Triumphing  rife  at  the  laft  Day. 

O  may  my  Soul  on  Thee  repofe. 

And  with  fweet  Sleep  mine  Eyelidsclofe 
Sleep,  that  may  me  more  vig’rous  make, 
To  ferve  my  God  when  I  awake. 

When  in  the  Night  I  fleeplefs  lie. 

My  Soul  with  heav’nly  Thoughts  fupply : 
Let  no  ill  Dreams  difturb  my  Reft, 

No  Pow’rs  of  Darknefs  me  molefh 

Let  my  bleft  Guardian,  whilft  I  fleep, 
Clofe  to  my  Bed  his  Vigils  keep; 

Divine 
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Divine  Love  into  me  inftil, 

Stop  all  the  Avenues  of  111. 

[verfe. 

Thought  to  Thought  with  my  Soul  con^- 
Celeftial  Joys  to  me  rehearfe  *, 

And  in  my  Stead,  all  the  Night  long. 
Sing  to  my  God  a  grateful  Song. 

Praife  God,  from  whom  all  Blefllngs  flow; 
Praife  him,  all  Creatures  here  below : 
Praife  him  above,  y*  Angelic  Hoft  : 
Praife  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft. 

HYMN  in. 

For  the  Lord’s  Day. 

THis  is theDaythe  Lord's  ownDay, 
A  Day  of  holy  Reft : 

O  teach  our  Souls  to  reft  from  Sin, 

That  Reft  will  pleafe  the  beft. 

This  is  the  Day,  thy  Day,  O  Lord, 
On  which  Thou  didft  arife  ; 

For  Sinners  having  made  thyfelf 
A  finlefs  Sacrifice. 

Thou,  Thou  alone,  redeemed  haft 
Our  Souls  from  deadly  Thrall ; 
With  no  lefs  Price  than  thine  own  Blood, 
The  Purchafe  of  us  all. 


Hadft  Thou  not  dy’d  we  had  not  liv’d, 
But  dy’d  eternally  : 

We’ll  live  to  Him  that  dy’d  for  us. 

And  praife  his  Name  on  High. 

Thou,  Lord,  didft  die,  and  rife  again. 
And  didft  afcend  on  high, 

That  we  poor  Sinners,  loft  and  dead, 
Might  live  eternally. 

Thy  Blood  was  fhed  inftead  of  ours  ; 

Thy  Soul  our  Guilt  did  bear ; 

Thou  tqok’ft  our  Sins,  gav’ft  us  thyfelf ; 
Thy  Love’s  beyond  compare. 

Welcome  and  dear  unto  my  Soul 
Is  thy  moft  holy  Day : 

May  I  th’  eternal  Sabbath  keep 
With  God  my  Strength  and  Stay ! 

I  come,  I  wait,  I  hear,  I  pray ; 

Thy  Footfteps,  Lord,  I  trace : 

I  joy  to  think  this  is  the  Way 
To  fee  my  Saviour’s  Face. 

Thefe  are  my  Preparation^Days ;  r. 
And  when  my  Soul  is  drefs’d,  *  -tv 
Thefe  Sabbaths  fhall  deliver  me 
To  mine  eternal  Reft. 
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**f  Reynolds,  William  Efq;  50 
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10 

O 
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0 

0 
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O 
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20 

0 

0 

*  E.  W.  5 

5 

O 

**f  Spencer,  Thomas  Efq; 
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Any  BenefaCHons  from  thofe  who  do  not  chule  to  become  dated  fubfcribers, 
will  be  gratefully  received  by  the  perfons  after  mentioned. 

Such  as  chufe  to  be  benefactors  by  their  lad  Will,  have  the  following  form  of 
a  legacy  recommended  to  them. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  the  fum  of 

upon  trud,  and  to  the  intent  that  they,  or  one  of  them, 
do  pay  the  fame  to  the  treafurer  or  treafurers,  for  the  time  being, 
of  a  fociety  who  now  call  themfelves  the  Governors  of  the  Magdalen 
Houfe  for  the  reception  of  Penitent  Proditutes,  which  faid  fum  of 
I  will  and  defire  may  be  paid  out  of  my  perfonal  edate 
and  applied  towards  carrying  on  the  charitable  defigns  of  the  faid 

Benefactions  to  this  charity  are  received  by  the  Treafurer ,  Robert 
Di  ngley,  Efq;  in  Little  St.  Helens ,  BifhGpfgate-ftreet ,  London ,  and  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bankers :  Sir  Charles  Afgill ,  Nightingale ,  and  Wickenden  ;  Medrs.  Brajfey , 
Lee,  and  Son  ;  Medrs.  Ironjide ,  Belchier ,  and  Howe ;  Medrs.  Henton ,  Brown , 
and  Son  ;  Medrs.  Martins ,  Stone ,  and  Blackwell ,  in  Lombard-ftreet ;  Medfrs. 
Honywood,  Fuller ,  and  Co.  in  Bir chin-lane \  Meffrs.  Colebrook ,  and  Co.  in  Thread - 
needle-ftreet \  Medrs.  Hoares ,  Medrs.  Gojling ,  Bennet ,  and  Gojling ,  Medrs.  Child , 
and  Co.  in  Fleet -ftreet  Medrs.  Drummond  and  Co.  at  Charing  Crofs\  Medrs. 
j Backwell,  Hart ,  Darrel ,  and  Croft ,  in  Fall-mall. 


Magdalen-Houfe  for  the  reception  of  penitent  profiitutes ,  in 
Prefcot-ftreet ,  Goodman' 3-fields y  April  12,  1759. 


A  general  account  of  the  receipts  and  diftnirfements, 
from  the  beginning  of  this  charity. 


RECEIPTS. 


l^  s »  d» 


General  receipts  to  this  day,  including  a  lottery-  0  ,  g 
ticket  given,  which  was  drawn  a  prize  of  500  /.  5  $  1  7 

Ditto  annual  -  -  -  —  214  5 

A  legacy  from  Mils  Heylxn  —  -  250  o 

Work  done  by  the  women,  as  fpinning,  making  flop  1  ^ 

fhirts,  winding  filk,  embroidering  of  gloves,  &c.  )  1  ^ 

Found  in  the  poors  boxes  —  —  -  61  2 

DISBURSEMENTS . 


9 

6 

o 

11 

o  /.  s.  d . 
—  6310  1 5  2 


/«  St  d* 

Repairs  of  building  (formerly  the  London  Infir¬ 
mary)  confiding  of  four  houfes,  fitting  up  the 
fame  in  a  convenient  manner,  with  complete^  1065  5  3 

working-rooms,  chapel,  kitchen,  wafh-houfe, 

and  offices  -  -  -  - 

Clothing  and  houfhold  linen  already  made  fori 

1 30  women,  inclufive  of  materials  not  yet  made  >  403  11  io 
ufe  of,  value  about  140/.  —  j 

Proper  furniture  for  all  the  apartments,  with  1151  £ 
beds  and  bedding,  and  furniture  for  the  chapel  f  * 

Houfe- keeping :  for  provifions,  and  other  houfehold 
expences,  fince  the  opening  the  houfe,  to  the 
5th  of  April  lad,  for  128  women,  109  of  whom? 
now  remain  in  the  houfe,  the  red  having  been/ 
difeharged  by  reconciliation  of  friends,  or  being 
unfit  for  the  charity. 

Stationary,  printing,  and  advertifing  — 

Houle-rent,  and  falaries  of  chaplain,  matron,  dew¬ 
ard,  porter,  medenger,  and  nurfe. 


1  16  3 


3°  4  9  2 


121 


6  8 


J  164 


o  o 


■2750  9  2 


Balance  in  hand 


£.  3560  6  o 


/ 


TO  THE 

AGDALENS. 


HEAR  COUNSEL  AND  RECEIVE  INSTRUCTION,  THAT  THOU 
MAY’ST  BE  WISE  IN  THY  LATTER  END.  Pr0V.  *ix.  20. 


LONDON: 

Printed  by  W.  Faden,  for  the  Charity. 

And  Sold  by  L.  Davis  and  C.  Reymers  in  Hoi  born  e 

(  Price  One  Shilling.  ) 

Where  may  be  had,  the  Rev.  William  Dodd’s  SERMON  before  the  Governors* 

&c,  of  the  Magdalen-Chaiuty,' 
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ADVICE  to  the  MAGDALEN  S. 


As  I  live  faith  the  Lord  God ,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked ; 
hut  that  the  wicked  turn  from  their  way  and  live  :  turn  ye ,  turn  ye,  from 
your  evil  ways ,  for  why  will  ye  die  ?  Ezekiel  xxxiii.  1 1 . 

If  ye  fo  turn,  Lhough  your  fins  he  as  fcarlet ,  they  Jhadl  he  white  as  fnow  •,  though 
they  he  red  like  crimfon,  they  jhall  he  as  wool.  Ifai.  i.  18. 

For,  God  fo  loved  the  world ,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son ,  that  whofoever 
helieveth  in  him  fiiould  not  perifo,  but  have  ever lafling  life .  John  iii,  16. 


IF  T  is  with  the  greateft  fatisfadtion,  that  we  take  the  opportunity,  you 
give  us,  to  lay  before  you  thefe  folemn  and  moft  comfortable  declara¬ 
tions  of  the  Almighty  King  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  the  Lord  of 
Truth,  whofe  word  never  faileth.  The  happy  choice  you  have  made,  and 
your  voluntary  entrance  into  this  Houfe,  fill  us  with  good  hope,  that  you 
are  fenfible  of  your  paft  miferable  ftate,  and  willing  to  recover  the  loll 
favour  of  God  and  your  Fellow-creatures.  If  fuch  be  your  difpofition, 
you  will  find  here  every  thing  conducive  to  that  defireable  end ;  and  we  can 
afiure  you  with  pleafure,  that  no  encouragement  fhall  be  wanting  to  promote 
your  prefen t  and  future  felicity. 

But  that  you  may  neither  miftake  the  defign  of  this  charitable  infiitution, 
nor  pervert  its  good  intention,  it  is  neceftary  folemnly  to  inform  you  of  that 
defign,  and  of  what  is  expedled  from  you.  And  we  defire  that  you  would 
ferioufiy,  and  often,  refledl  upon  what  we  deliver  to  you  ;  and  that  you  v/ould 
endeavour,  as  exadfly  as  you  may,  to  comply  with  fuch  Rules  as  are  laid  down, 
if  you  defire  to  engage  our  efteem,  and  fecure  our  protection. 


Touch’d  with  a  tender  and  pitying  fen fe  of  the  lamentable  diftreftes, 
which  young  women  frequently  fuffer,  unavoidably  fuffer  in  a  ftate  of  proftL 
tution  : — concerned  at  once  for  the  afflicting  miferies  that  opprefs  their  Bodies, 
and  the  miferies  far  more  afflicting,  which  muft  opprefs  their  unrepenting  Souls  : 
many  benevolent  perfons  have  voluntarily  contributed  to  open  this  holpitable 
Houfe,  as  a  place  of  refuge  and  retreat  for  thofe,  who  are  defirous  to  leave 
the  pernicious  paths  of  vice,  to  redeem  their  good  name,  to  recover  their 

B  bodies 
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bodies  from  Shame  and  foul  Difeafe,  to  regain  the  fatherly  protedion  of  God, 
and  fave  their  immortal  Souls. 

And,  they  were  the  rather  inclined  to  this  humane  purpofe  by  the  peculiarly 
aflliding  circumftances  of  unhappy  young  women,  whom  loft  reputation 
deprives  of  every  honeft  means  to  live  :  cafts  out  as  the  very  refufe  of  the 
world ;  and  gives  no  opportunity  to  retrieve  and  return. 

Confider  then,  young  Woman,  of  how  great  value  to  you  this  Houfe  of 
refuge  is ;  as  being  the  only  one,  to  which  you  could  fly  ;  the  only  place 
where  you  could  have  any  probability  of  attaining  prefent  or  future  Blifs. 

Surely  then  you  muft  greatly  prize  it  ;  and  feel  the  titmoft  Gratitude  for 
the  worthy  Governors  and  Supporters  of  it. 

This  Gratitude  we  would  wifliyou  to  cherifh,  as  it  will  ever  be  a  motive  to 
the  very  beft  Condud. 

But  as  this  Houfe,  you  perceive,  was  deflgned  to  receive  you  from  the  ftorm 
of  Diftrefs,  and  to  enable  you  to  recover  loft  Reputation,  Health  and  Virtue, 
you  muft  not  by  any  means  fo  miftake  its  gracious  End,  as  to  be  carelefs 
in  thofe  important  Concerns,  as  to  be  remifs  in  the  difcharge  of  any 
Duty. 

It  was  never  intended,  that  you  fliould  pafs  your  Life  here  ;  much  Jefs 
that  you  lhould  be  fupported  in  Idlenefs  and  Sloth.  But  as  your  continuance 
is  temporary,  fo  are  you  to  efteem  that  continuance  a  Angular  favour  :  for  the 
indulgence  of  which,  if  you  condud  yourfelves  properly,  you  may  reafonably 
hope,  till  fuch  time,  as  you  fhall  be  enabled  to  return  into  life  with  a  reputation 
recovered — no  longer  the  fcorn  and  contempt  of  your  Fellow-creatures  ;  with 
an  habit  of  induftry  and  the  means  to  procure  honeftly  your  own  Bread  :<  and 
with  a  Mind,  renewed  in  Holinefs,  confcious  of  its  paft  Evils,  and  refolved, 

through  God’s  grace,  to  forfeit  no  more  the  blefled  hope  of  everlaftingLife. _ 

Agreeable  to  thefe  future  views  muft  be  your  prefent  Condud. 

1.  i.  With  regard  to  your  external  behaviour^  the  moft  exad  compliance 
with  the  Rules  of  the  Houle  will  be  required.  And  as  nothing  of  feverity 
will  be  (hewn  towards  you,  fo  nothing  of  unfeemly,  and  refradory  condud  can 
be  allowed,  or  will  be  permitted. 

2.  An  humble  and  ready  obedience  to  the  Diredions  of  your  Matron  will 
be  the  Method  to  preferve  you  from  Error,  to  fteer  you  aright,  and  to  gain 
the  approbation  of  your  friends  and  patrons.  And  we  truft  you  will  be  very 
diligent  and  attentive  in  this  refped. 
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3.  As  you  cannot  but  befenfible,  that  the  expences  attending  fuch  a  family 
are  great,  your  own  reflexion  muft  fhew  you,  that  there  is  an  abfolute  ne- 
cefiity  for  much  Induftry  on  your  part  ;  and  we  muft  inform  you,  that  ready 
as  we  are  to  fuccour  the  diftrefted,  and  to  contribute  with  all  liberality  to 
their  relief  j  yet,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  this  Houfe  is  defigned  to  harbour 
and  encourage  the  idle  and  the  vicious  ;  and  therefore  a  deficiency  in  induftry 
will  always  be  fufhcient  to  lofe  our  efteem,  as  it  will  too  plainl  y  fnew  your  want 
of  Principles.  For  if  you  live  idly  on  the  foie  bounty  of  the  Houfe,  you  are 
grievoufly  abufing  the  Charity  of  your  Benefadtors,  and  are  injuring  others, 
who  would  be  glad  to  enter,  and  to  work  as  well  as  they  are  capable.  Be- 
ftdes,  as  Idlenefs  is  the  root  of  all  Evil,  your  perfifting  in  it  will  defeat 
all  the  good  purpofes  we  intend,  which  are  to  make  you  induftrious  upon 
principle,  that  fo  you  may  get  your  Maintenance  with  credit.  For  be  allured* 
that  we  muft  conftder  all  your  pretences  to  Reformation  diftembled,  while  you 
are  deficient  in  that  Induftry,  which  is  the  genuine  fruit  of  true  Religion. 
And  remember,  that  as  Idlenefs  cloaths  with  rags,  brings  to  lhame,  to  every 
Vice  and  every  Mifery,  fo  are  its  fufferings  never  pitied;  they  are  the  juft 
reward  of  the  crime.  You  muft  not  then  expedt  continuance  here,  or  com¬ 
fort  any  where  elfe,  if  you  are  not  Induftrious.  The  Apoftle  hath  declared. 
If  any  will  not  work ,  neither  fhall  they  eat  *.  And  for  your'  comfort,  we  can 
fay,  that  the  bleftings  of  induftry  are  always  upon  it :  Diligence  and  honeft 
Labour  carry  with  them  their  own  reward.  Idlenefs Jhall  clothe  with  rags  ;  but 
the  hand  of  the  Diligent  maketh  rich  -f. 

4.  There  is  one  further  particular  refpedting  your  outward  Deportment, 
which  is  of  great  confequence,  both  to  your  own  peace,  and  to  that  of  the 
family  in  general ;  your  behaviour  we  mean  one  towards  another,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  your  fuperior  J.  Indeed  if  you  have  any  fenfe  at  all  of  the  Religion 
which  you  profefs,  and  are  here  taught,  you  will  foon  know  that  Love  is  its  - 
great  and  diftinguifhing  Commandment ;  and  that  we  can  then  only  be  true 
Difciples  of  Chrift,  when  cc  we  love  one  another  as  He  hath  loved  us  ||.” 

We  expedt,  therefore,  that  you  each  one  endeavour  to  cultivate  the  greatefl 
Harmony  and  Unity  amongft  yourfelves,  that  you  be  obedient  and  obliging 
to  your  Superiors  :  and  that  you  avoid  all  quarrelling,  reproach,  and  upbraid¬ 
ing  one  of  another;  which  will  be  moft  unfeemly  in  you,  who,  alas— have- 

*  2.  Iheff.  iii.  10.  f  See  Prov.  xxiii.  21.  and  x.  4.  %  The  Superior  is  the 

woman  who  prefides  over  each  clafs.  [|  See  John  xv.  12,  13. 
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fo  little  caufe  to  contemn  and  defpife,  Your  famenefs  of  circumftances,  rend 
«  fadnefs  of  did  refs,  fhould  awaken  in  each  of  your  Hearts,  a  tender  pity 
one  for  the  other;  with  kind  Love,  like  that  of  affedtionate  Sifters,  you 
fhould  endeavour  to  footh  each  others  Sorrows  ;  and  fhould  never  mention, 
your  paft  Misfortunes,  but  to  condole  with  one  another,  and  to  deplore  your 
former  miferable  Eftate. — If  you  act  in  fuch  an  amiable  and  becoming  man¬ 
ner,  you  will  reap  the  fruits  of  it,  to  your  prefent  Comfort  and  Happinefs. 
The  fituation  you  are  in  will  belike  a  little  Heaven  to  you  ;  whereas  difputes,, 
difeontents,  and  reviling,  will  deprive  you  of  the  beft  Blefnngs  here  offered. 
Live  in  Love ,  therefore,  as  dear  Children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father 
who  hath  fhewn  you  fuch  mercy,  v/ho  hath  done  fo  much  for  the  Salvation, 
of  your  Souls  *. 

This  is  the  great  and  material  point: — Fhe  Salvation  of  your  Souls :  and 
which,  if  attained  not,  great  part  of  the  prefent  good  defign  is  fruftrated. 
For  we  wrould  have  you  refledt,  that  what  relates  to  your  Soul  is  of  infinitely^ 
greater  moment,  than  what  concerns  your  Body  only ;  and  therefore  if  its 
welfare  be  overlooked,  amidft  the  care  for  merely  external  refpedts,  you  will 
receive  but  little  of  the  benefit  we  propofe  you,  we  fhall  receive  much  un- 
eafy  difappointment.  It  is  hoped  then  you  will  diligently  attend  to  what 
follows. 

II.  We  truft,  you  are  not  ignorant,  that  you  have  an  immortal  Soul,  as 
well  as  a  perifhing  Body ;  a  Soul  "which  cannot  die,  but,  when  your  mortal 
frame  fhall  be  diffolved,  and  putrify  in  corruption,  muft  appear  before  an 
Almighty  Judge,  and  by  him  be  configned  to  an  unending  ftate  of  confum- 
mate  Happinefs,  or  inexpreffible  Mifery  ! 

The  knowledge  of  this  fingle  Truth  is  fufficient  to  make  us  folicitous  for  our 
Soul's  welfare. 

But,  alas,  what  fhall  they  do,  who  have  offended  this  Almighty  Judge 
by  repeated  and  aggravated  Tranfgreffions,  and  cannot  plead  innocent,  before 
his  righteous  Bar  ? 

What  would  you  do  in  that  dreadful  fituation,  cfpecially  if  you  fhould  die 
in  an  unrepenting  ftate  ;  die  utterly  unprepared  for  fo  folemn  a  feene,  and  fo 
fad  a  fentence  ! 


*  Ephefam  v,  l,  2. 
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All  hope  would  be  loft:.  Oh  !  then  rejoice,  that  when  all  Hope  sew  almofl 
loft,  even  hereupon  Earth;  it  now  again  dawns  upon  your  Soul,  and  }ou 
may  fecure  a  blifsful  Eternity ! 

For,  gracious  to  his  fallen  Creatures,  and  tender  of  their  welfare,  the  ever 
bleffed  Father  of  Heaven  has  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  World,  who 
buffered  in  our  nature  the  punifhment  due  to  our  Sins,  and  made  expiation  on 
the  Crofs,  for  the  Iniquities  of  vile  Tranfgreffors  :  and  who,  having  triumphed 
over  death,  by  his  glorious  Refurredtion,  hath  proclaimed  full  pardon  to  all 
Mankind,  who  come  to  him  in  lively  faith  and  fincere  repentance. 

Thefe  bleffed  Tidings  of  good  Things  are  held  forth  in  the  books  of  the- 
New  Teftament,  and  may  be  there  read  to  your  exceeding  Comfort. 

But  a  lively  faith  and  a  fincere  repentance ,  you  muff  remember,  are  indif- 
penfable  requifites  for  the  obtaining  this -favour,  for  the  procuring  this  inef- 
timable  bleffing  ;  and  a  future  dutiful  obedience  muff  witnefs  your  real  fenfe. 
of  it. 

If  you  do  not  believe  -f  that  Chriff  died  for  you,  you  can  never  truft  in  his- 
death,  or  pray  to  him  for  his  mercies ;  and  if  you  pretend  to  believe  this, 

b  That  Chrilt  lived  and  died,  and  rofe  again,  according  to  the  Go/pels,  is  certain  beyond  all 
difpute  ;  for  thofe  Gofpels  were  written  by  Men ,  who  were  eye  and  ear  wkneftes  of  the  fa<5ts  they 
deliver,  and  fo  could  not  be  deceived  ;  and  they  were  men  of  the  moft  unblemished  chara&ers,  who 
gave  up  their  all,  an!  even  their  own  lives  in  teftimony  of  what  they  delivered,  and  fo  could  not 
be  deceivers . — They  worked  alfo  the  moft  aftonifhing  Miracles ,  which  were  impolfible  to  any  power 
lefs  than  God’s ;  and  they  communicated  that  power  to  others,  who  joyfully,  witnefted  the  truth 
of  their  faith,  by  Suffering  patiently,  on  account  of  it,  the  moft  cruel  perfections,  tortures,  and 
death. — Moreover  all  that  thrift  was  to  be  and  to  do  was  foretold  many  years  before  he  appeared, 
in  the  looks  of  the  old  Teftament,  and  was  exatftly  fulfilled  by  him  :  he  himfelf  alfo  foretold  many 
things,  which  were  exactly  fulfilled ;  and  as  none  but  God  can  foretel  future  events,  fo  thefe  pro¬ 
phecies  are  a  full  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion. — The  doftrine  too  which  Chrift 
preached,  is  fo  excellent,  and  fuperior  to  all  other  ever  taught,  that  it  could  come  from  none  but 
God  — and  the  Sacraments  which  have  continued  in  the  church  ever  fince  Chrift  was  upon  earth,  are 
clear  and  fatisfa&ory  proofs  of  his  having  been  amongft  men,  fince  no  other  perfon  can  be  afligned 
as  the  ordainer  of  them,  nor  any  other  time  of  their  ordination,  than  that  which  the  Gofpel  fpeaks 
of. — But,  above  all,  the  prefent  being  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  its  particular fit?iefs  to  the  ftate 
of  the  human  race,  and  the  wants  of  miferablefmners,  prove  its  divine  original;  for  we  may  befatisfied, 
that  it  could  never  have  exited  at  all,  much  lefs  have  continued  to  this  time,  if  it  had  not  been  divine, 
fince  it  was  introduced  and  propagated  without  any  human  aid,  without  arts ,  arms ,  or  eloquence ,  and  in 
oppofition  to  all  the  opinions  and  religious  eftablifhments  then  upon  earth. — Chrift  therefore  did 
affuredly  live  and  die,  and  rife  as  we  believe  ;  and  the  Gofpel  is  the  certain  Revelation  of  God 
to  mankind  i  which  alone  leads  to  the  path  of  peace,  and  which  to  believe  and  to  obey  is  to  ? 
be  happy. 
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yet  manifeft  not  a  fincere  repentance ,  vain  and  falle  is  every  expectation  of 
forgivenefs. 

Repentance ,  be  informed,  is  not  merely  a  word,  nor  doth  it  folely  confift  in 
forrow  for  fin  :  true  and  genuin  repentance,  fuch  as  God  requires,  and  will 
accept,  is  a  fincere  and  forrowful  fenfe  of  our  pad  mifdoings,  as  difhonourable 
to  God,  and  deftrudtive  to  our  own  fouls ;  is  a  firm  refolution  to  leave  thofe 
practices,  which  we  are  forry  for  ;  is  a  putting  that  refolution  into  aft.  In  one 
word,  it  is  leaving  the  ways,  as  well  as  being  grieved  for  the  works  of  fin. 
The  Prodigal  Son,  not  only  was  fenfible  of  his  own  mifery,  and  his  ill  con¬ 
duct  to  his  father,  not  only  refolved  to  arife  and  go  to  him,  but  actually  arofe> 
went  and  confeffed  his  unworthinefs  and  determination  to  alter  his  life  *. 

If  then  you  are  bleft  with  this  happy  repentance— are  forry  for,  and  a£tu- 
ally  endeavour  to  change  your  life,  and  for  fake  your  evil  conduct,  then  in 
true  faith,  then  fincerely  believing  that  Chrift  died  for  finners,  and  offers 
pardon  to  the  penitent,  apply  to  him  in  lowly  confeflion,  and  reft  fatisfied, 
that  he  will  never  caft  you  out. 

This  is  the  ftate  to  which  we  would  defire  to  introduce  you,  through  God’s 
grace,  and  for  that  purpofe  nothing  is  here  wanting.  But  we  muff  urge  one  fur¬ 
ther  confideration  of  vad  moment  to  you  ;  namely,  that  as  to  obtain  free  par¬ 
don  through  Chrift,  an  adtual  forfaking  of  fin  is  requifite,  fo  a  date  of  pardon 
implies  and  demands  a  new  life,  and  there  is  nothing  which  can  fatisfadtorily 
witnefs  either  to  yourfelves  or  to  others  your  real  penitence  and  faith,  but  your 
future  adtive  obedience  and  unfeigned  humility. 

We  muft  expedt  therefore  to  fee, 

i.  In  the  public  worjhip  of  God,  the  mod:  fober,  ferious,  and  religious  de¬ 
portment.  The  lead  appearance  of  levity  there  will  damp  all  our  hopes, 
Confider,  in  that  holy  fervice,  the  eye  of  infinite  purity  is  full  upon  you,  fee¬ 
ing  into  the  very  fecrets  of  your  hearts  ;  and  therefore  imagine  yourfelves 
ever  in  his  fight,  and  give  place  to  no  unhallowed  and  unbecoming  thoughts* 
But  full  of  thankfulnefs  for  the  rich  mercies  Ihewn  you,  join  with  fervent  fouls 
in  the  fervice,  and  let  your  hearts  ever  keep  pace  with  your  lips. 

Human  nature  is  fo  imperfedt,  that,  fpite  of  our  belt  endeavours,  our 
wretched  thoughts  will  but  too  eafily  wander  even  in  the  holieft  duties.  This 
fliould  not  difcourage  you  when  it  happens,  but  make  you  more  humble  and 
more  watchful  *  and  it  will  be  ferviceable  to  you  to  be  exadtly  careful 


*  See  Luke,  xv. 
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in  attending  to  the  fervice  in  your  books,  as  well  as  in  making  the  proper 
refponfes,  to  which  we  mud  requeft  you  to  be  very  attentive  ;  as  alfo  to  read 

the  leffons  in  your  Bibles. - And  as  it  is  thought  advifable,  that  worthy  people, 

defirous  of  feeing  this  good  work,  fhould  be  admitted  to  the  chapel,  let  that 
be  another  forceable  motive  to  particular  humility  in  behaviour.  The  humble, 
meek,  and  downcaft  look  becomes  thofe  who  are  in  a  flate  of  penitence,  and 
will  ever  recommend ;  the  bold  and  dauntlefs  Hare  will  give  but  mean  ideas 
of  reformation;  though  indeed,  fuch  as  have  any  fenfe  at  all  of  their  pafl 
fhame,  will  find  little  courage  to  animate  the  wandring  eye. 

As  to  the  bleifed  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  /upper,  we  fhall  fay  the  lefs,  as 
leaving  it  to  the  more  particular  concern  of  our  Chaplain  ;  but  it  would  give 
us  infinite  fatisfaclion  to  hear  and  find  that  you  were  all  well  difpofed,  and 
properly  prepared  to  be  partakers  of  that  holy  feafl,  which  is  fo  neceffary  for 
every  Chriflian,  as  well  as  fo  comfortable  ;  and  at  which  every  Kxxxzpenitent? 
humble  in  foul,  and  defirous  to  walk  in  newnefs  of  life,  will -ever  be  an  ac¬ 
cepted  guefl. 

And  with  regard  to  the  inflrudlions- you  have  from  the  pulpit,  we  fhall 
only  fay,  that  as  they  are  calculated  and  delivered  for  your  improvement*  > 
fo  we  muff  require  that  you  give  good  attention  to  them,  and  treafure  them 
up  in  your  hearts  ;  that  you  carefully  apply  them  to  yourfelves,  and  pray 
to  God  for  a  bleffing  upon  them.;  that  you  always  read  over  the  text,  and 
and  talk  of  the  Sermon  one  with  another;  and  if  you  can  write,  it  may  be  of 
much  advantage  to  tranfcribe  the  text,  the  heads  of  the  fermon,  and  any  fuch 
remarks  as  may  chance  particularly  to  ftrike  you.  The  review  of  this  would  af¬ 
terwards  be  of  much  profit  to  you. — And  if  you  are  careful  thus  to  regulate 
your  behaviour,  in  regard  to  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  you  will  not  fail  in 
the  fame  confcientious  care  with  refpetT 

2.  To  your  private  w or Jhip, 

Prayer  is  the  moil  important  duty  of  a  Chriflian,  without  a  continuance  in 
it,  wre  can  never  hope  to  perfevere  in  the  right  path.  Great  are  the  promifes 
annexed  to  it,  and  in  the  regular  performance  of  it,  we  can  fcarce  fail  of  a 
bleffing.  Prayer  is  not  meer  lip-fervice,  not  a  labour  of  the  tongue,  and  a. 
repetition  of  words  ;  it  is  the  defire  of  the  heart  lifted  up  to  God  ;  it  is  the 
language  of  want ;  therefore  you  muft  be  careful  that  your  heart  fpeaks  through 
your  lips,  and  that  your  fouls  defire  be  elevated  to  God,  when  you  addrefs 

him  in  the  folemn  duty  of  prayer. - This  we  hope  you  will  never  omit  to 

do  morning  and  evening,  in  private  ;  for  which  purpofe,  two  prayers  are  annex¬ 
ed,  (which  we  could  wifh  you  to  ufe,  unlefs  you  have  any  more  proper)  at 
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the  fame  time  not  omitting  to  pour  forth  the  earneft  requeft  of  your  hearts,  in 
your  own  words,  if  you  find  particular  wants  not  fpecifiedin  thefe. — ■ — There 
is  too  an  holy  kind  of  prayer,  which  requires  no  particular  feafons,  places,  or 
forms,  and  which,  as  being  the  immediate  language  of  the  heart,  aicendeth 
moft  acceptably  to  God — we  mean  ejaculatory  prayer  *,  addrefiing  God  in  fhort 
and  humble  petitions,  wherever  you  are,  or  whatever  you  are  doing — fuch 
petitions  as  your  own  hearts  may  didlate,  or  you  may  learn  from  the  word  of 
God,  or  the  fervice  of  the  church. 

3.  Indeed  the  beft  way  to  improve  ycurfelves  in  this  divine  art,  will  be 
to  read  daily  and  regularly  fome  part  of  God’s  word.  You  fhould  determine 
this  with  yourfelves,  and  let  no  day  pafs  without  reading  fome  portion,  more 
or  lefs,  of  the  facred  fcriptures,  efpecially  the  New  Teft ament. — This  will 
ftrengthen  your  faith  and  increafe  your  knowledge,  and  enable  you  to  be 
much  in  the  pradtice  of  that  ejaculation  which  we  recommend. — This  too  will 
enable  you  to  keep  your  minds  employed  upon  good  and  heavenly  fubjedls  ; 
which  you  fhould  endeavour  to  contemplate  as  much  as  you  may,  not  only 
to  prevent  evil  thoughts,  from  molefting  you,  but  to  convince  you  more  and 
more  of  the  excellency  of  the  choice  you  have  made. — And  for  other  books,  if 
you  are  defirous  of  reading,  they  will  be  carefully  fupplied  you :  we  wifh  to 
fee  you  employed,  during  your  fpare  hours,  in  ferious  reading  ;  and  fhould  be 
glad,  and  much  recommend  it  to  thofe  of  you  who  are  beft  able,  to'read  to 
fuch  as  are  lefs  inftrudted,  and  to  labour  after  an  increafe  of  knowledge, 
which  we  doubt  not  will  bring  increafe  of  virtue. 

4.  Chearfulnefs  and  content  will  always  be  acceptable  ;  and  how  can  you 
better  exprefs  it,  than  by  tinging  thofe  excellent  and  inftrudtive  Hymns  which 
are  provided  for  you,*,  than  by  endeavouring  to  improve  in  this  holy  employ¬ 
ment,  which  gives  us  fuch  fatisfadtion  in  the  houfe  of  God  ?  But  remember  that 
the  heart  in  finging  fhould  accompany  the  voice  ;  and  that,  if  you  ling  thofe 
facred  compofitions  without  due  attention,  you  will  receive  no  advantage. 
Endeavour  to  imprefs  your  fouls  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  fubject ;  elevate  your 
hearts  to  God,  and  then  fing  with  the  voice  of  melody,  and  the  foul  of 
praife. 

5.  With  refpedt  to  your  converfation,  fomething  was  hinted  before  *  • 
of  this  you  muft  be  efpecially  careful,  as  well  as  of  all  pertnefs  to  your 
Superiors:  and  you  will  be  fo  if  your  hearts  are  truly  changed.  For  of 

thi 


*  Page  3.  at  the  hat  tom. 
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the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 'mouth  fpeaketh .  Loole,  vain,  and  vicious  con¬ 
vention,  as  it  will  be  highly  o  Sen  five  to  your  benefactors,  and  is  imme¬ 
diately  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  the  Houfe,  fo  will  it  be  uneafy  and  difpleafing 
to  yourfelves,  if  you  fmcerely  feel  and  lament  the  fad  effeCts  of  loofe,  vain, 
and  vicious  living.  Let  then  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  from  your 
lips ;  no  profane,  wanton,  wicked  words,  no  profanation  of  the  holy  name 
of  God ,  Jefus ,  &c.  Never  buffer  yourfelves  to  trifle  with  the  name  of  the 
Almighty ,  wantonly,  without  meaning,  or  on  frivolous  occafions  ;  or  to  ufe 
any  thing  tending  to  an  oath,  as,  Upon  my  Soul ,  I  hope  to  be  faved ,  &c.  but 
endeavour  to  purify  your  lips  from  all  appearance  of  evil.  When  you  con- 
verfe  together,  let  it  at  leaft  be  innocent  ;  if  it  be  poffible,  we  could  wifh  it 
might  be  edifying;  and  an  attendance  to  the  Rules  above  given  will  enable 
you  to  make  it  fo.  But,  for  God’s  fake,  never  be  fo  abandoned  and  deteflable, 
as  to  glory  in  your  fhame  ;  as  to  repeat  thofe  infamous  feenes,  which  fliould 
cover  your  faces  with  confufion  ;  and  which,  if  you  glory  in  them,  unrepent¬ 
ing,  will  be  produced  at  the  lad;  day,  before  all  the  world,  to  your  unfpeakable 
horror,  and  be  the  means  to  fink  you  for  ever  into  the  bottomlefs  pit  of  end- 
lefs  mifery. 

6.  You  mud;  not  conceive,  that  by  entring  into  this  Houfe,  your  bufinefs 
is  done,  and  your  Salvation  fecured  ;  this  would  be  a  fatal  miftake.  The 
life  of  a  Chriflian  is  a  continued  warfare ;  and  we  have  enemies,  powerful 
enemies  within,  as  well  as  without ,  to  encounter  and  fubdue. — The  fad  cor¬ 
ruption  of  our  nature  is  the  great  caufe  of  our  mifery  ;  and  as  long  as  you 
bear  this  mortal  defh  about  you,  you  will  be  fubjeCt  to  temptations  and  infir¬ 
mities.  You  mud:  refolve,  therefore,  and  endeavour  to  vanquifh  all  the  evil 
defires  and  predominant  luffs  of  the  fledi,  and  mud:  labour  to  k«ep  under  your 
corrupt  afFeCHons :  this  is  required  of  every  Chriflian,  but  peculiarly  of  you, 
who,  in  a  life  of  penance,  for  fenfual  inordinances,  fhould  be  particularly 
careful  to  fubdue  the  evil  propenfity  of  the  defh. 

T emperance  and  early  rifmg  are  friends,  no  lefs  to  health  and  profperity, 
than  to  virtue  and  piety  ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  be  careful  to 
oblerve  both,  as  well  upon  religious  as  temporal  motives.  Defirous  to  mor¬ 
tify  all  your  evil  and  corrupt  affeCtions,  you  will  be  diligent  in  the  ufe 
of  all  proper  means  ||  ,  and  in  every  refpeCt,  will  endeavour  to  fubdue  your 

I!  Amongft  which  Fafiing  muft  be  particularly  recommended,  as  a  Duty  of  indifpenfable  Obliga¬ 
tion  j  and  as  a  neceflary  branch  of  real  Mortification.  See  St.  Matt,  vi.  i6,  17,  18. 

C  word: 


[  IO  ] 

word  enemy,  the  enemy  within  :  following  the  example  of  St.  Paul ,  “  I  keep 
under  my  body ,  and  bring  it  into  fubjeffion  ;  left  that  by  any  means ,  when  I  have 
preached  to  others ,  /  my f elf  fhould  be  a  c aft -aw ay :  and  if  fo  great  an  Apodle,, 
and  fo  eminent  a  Saint,  found  this  neceffary  for  him — how  much  more 

neceffary,  think  you,  is  it  for  you, - for  you,  who  like  that  Apoflle,  are 

monuments  of  the  mercy, — may  you  be  eternal  monuments  of  the  long-fuffer- 
ing  mercy  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord  ! 

Such  are  the  general  heads  of  advice  we  have  thought  proper  to  give  you  r 
for  immediate  directions,  either  as  to  religious  or  temporal  concerns,  you 
will  always  have  accefs  to  our  Chaplain  and  Matron ;  who  will  be  glad  and 
ready  to  fuccour  and  aflift  you  with  their  belt  counfel,  in  every  particular 
that  {hall  refpeCt  your  welfare.  We  havefaid  only  what  we  expeCt,  upon  the 
whole,  from  you,  and  have  neither  enlarged  on  your  Duty  as  Chriftians ,  or  as 
Inhabitants  of  this  Houfe,  fince,  for  the  former  we  have  appointed  regular 
indruCtions  from  the  pulpit ;  for  the  latter  we  have  inftituted  a  general  plan 
of  conduCt,  with  which  we  expeCt  you  to  comply  :  and  in  fo  doing,  you  will 
fecure  to  yourfelves  our  favourable  attention,  which,  (though  a  blefling  much 
to  be  prized  by  you,)  will  be  but  fmall  in  comparifon  of  that  loving  ldndnefs 
of  God,  and  that  protection  of  his  providence,  wherewith  the  demeanour, 
we  recommend,  will,  through  Chrift,  infallibly  blefs  you. 

Once  more  let  us  remind  you,  that  we  have  no  intention  either  to  receive  into 
this  houfe,  or  to  detain  in  it,  any  whofe  inclinations  are  averfe  to  its  important 
defign,  namely,  c  their  own  prefent  and  eternal  happinefsd  We  feek  only  your 
good  *  and  on  your  commendable  behaviour,  (hall  be  inclin’d  to  continue  you,  till 
fuch  time  as  you  may  be  put  into  an  ability  to  procure  your  livelihood  properly. 
Yet  that  tender  concern,  we  have  for  your  welfare,  will  always  incline  us  feri- 
oufly  to  remondrate  with  you,  and,  with  the  gentlenefs  of  parental  affeCtion,  to 
admonifh  you  ^  if  ever,  through  midaken  notions,  you  fhould  be  fo  wretchedly 
wayward  and  ignorant  of  your  own  true  intered,  as  to  defire  a  removal 
hence,  with  no  vifible  appearance  of  good  fuccefs,  with  no  probability  but: 
of  returning  again  with  the  fwine  to  wallowing  in  the  mire,  and  of  plunging 
again  deeper  and  deeper  into  wretchednefs  and  mifery. 

And  in  all  fuch  cafes,  nay,  whenever  you  find  a  gleam  of  the  lead  difcon- 
tent  arifmg  in  your  hearts,  cad  back  your  eyes,  and  refleCt  upon  what  you 
were,  upon  what  you  mud  be,  if  you  leave  thefe  friendly  walls,  and  return 
t.o  vice.  w 


Refled 


[  ■>  ]  >  ; 

Reflect  upon  the  foul,  dead  in  trefpa  fifes  and  fins,  a  Arranger  to  its  God, 

and  loft  to  happinefs  ;  upon  the  body  polluted  with  iniquity,  condemned  to 
the  foul  drudgery  of  luft,  and  to  its  deplorable  confequences,  Shame  and 
Difeafed  Refledt  upon  yourlelf,  banifhedfrom  all  true  peace,  a  ftranger  to 
folid  comfort,  abhorred  by  the  thinking  and  the  virtuous  *,  defpifed  and 
hated  even  by  the  moft  abjedt  and  vicious  :  caft~cn.it,  forlorn,  and  wretched  ; 
ftung  with  the  fharp  upbraidings  of  condemning  confcience  ;  an  alien  and 
an  outcaft  from  your  neareft  friends ;  a  fore  grief  to  the  mother  that  fuck- 
led  you  at  her  bofom  ;  an  afflidling  fhame  to  your  father’s  old  age  ;  bur- 
denfome  to  yourfelf,  defpicable  to  others  ;  and  fpeedily  about  to  end,  a  mi-* 
jerable  exiftence,  only  to  enter  on  an  exiftence  far  more  miferable— wretched, 
unlpeakably  wretched  in  this  world;  enflaved  to  the  abominable  fervice  of 
the  devil,  whofe  only  joy,  is  the  mifery  of  the  human  race,  and  who,  for  the 
moft  faithful  fervice,  hath  only  flames  of  hell  and  never  ending  anguifh  to 
beftow ! 

And  what  if  you  had  perilhed  in  this  ftate  ?  what  if  you  had  died  and  been 

loft  forever? - could  any  thing  in  this  life  have  recompenfed  the  lofs  of 

your  foul. — ■ — Blefs  God,  blefs  him  ever  more  and  more,  that  in  much  mercy 

f 

he  hath  opened  to  you  a  door  of  grace  ;  that  he  hath  put  it  into  your  heart 
to  come  beneath  this  hofpitable  roof,  which  leads  you  as  it  were  to  the  gates 
of  paradife,  and  points  out  pardon  and  peace  and  never-failing  joy  ! — And 
can  there  be  any  thing  tempting  in  the  former  ftate,  that  ftiould  move  you  to 
forfeit  the  blifs  of  the  prefent,  and  to  plunge  again  into  the  miferies  of  the  paft  ; 
plunge  again  with  a  double  weight  of  guilt  and  mifery;  plunge  again — never 
to  emerge,  never  to  be  refcued  more  ! 

For,  confider,  if  you  return  to  vice,  the  knowledge  you  have  here  had  of 
duty,  will  aggravate  your  guilt ;  you  will  be  juftly  abhorred  by  all :  nothing 
but  the  filth  of  vile  proftitution  awaits  you  ;  difeafe  will  again  come  on ;  mifery 
will  again  overwhelm  you;  a  wretched  outcaft,  without  friends,  and  without 
hope,  you  will  fink  in  infamy  and  diftrefs  ;  no  eye  to  pity,  no  hand  to  relieve  : 
and  worfe  than  the  word  of  all,  without  excufe,  and  felf-condemned  your  loft 
and  ruined  foul  muft  perifh  for  ever  in  the  flames  of  hell. 

*  There  is  nothing  one  would  imagine,  which  mud:  affedl  the  mind,  efpecially  a  female  mind, 
equal  to  that  contempt  and  negledt  to  which  the  lofs  of  reputation,  and  a  ftate  of  proftitution 
fiibjedts  them.  They  can  never  be  admitted  into  the  company  of  any  of  their  own  fex,  who  are  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  converfed  with — all  the  virtuous  mujl  forfake  and  fly  from  them— -they  are  negledted 
and  defpifed  by  all ;  and  even  thofe  who  ufe\ them  have  no  true  value  for  them,  but  the  greateft 
hatred.  — 'Oh  miferable  fituation  ! — ye  daughters  of  fhame  refledt  and  return. 

C  2 
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If  you  reflect  one  moment  on  this  mod  certain  confequence  of  a  return  to 
an  abandoned  life - -your  foul  will  be  filled  with  joy,  and  your  utmofi  en¬ 

deavours  will  be  exerted  in  the  difcharge  of  every  duty  which  your  prefent 

happy  ftate  requires  :  a  ftate,  how  different  from  that  out  of  which  providence 
hath  faved  you  ! 

Heaven  now  lies  open  before  you  *,  everlafting  comforts  are  preparing  to 
crown  you  :  the  holy  Angels  are  ready  to  tune  their  harps  on  your  accounts, 
for  there  is  joy  in  Heaven,  and  before  the  Angels  of  God  over  one  {in¬ 
ner  that  repenteth;  and  the  bleffed,  Jefus,  who  died  to  fave  you,  is  ready 
to  crown  your  fincere  penitence,  faith,  and  love  ;  is  ready  to  blefs  your 
happy  perfeverance  with  immortality  and  glory.  All  the  good  and  virtuous 
part  of  your  Fellow-creatures,  to  whom  you  W'ere  before  an  abhorrence,  be¬ 
hold  you  with  joy  ;  a  joy  efpecially  pleafing  to  all  the  Supporters  of  this  Cha¬ 
rity,  whofe  wifh  and  travel  of  heart  is  for  your  falvation. 

And  have  not  many  of  you  tender  parents  ?  have  not  many  of  you  affec¬ 
tionate  friends  ?  muft  not  your  hearts  then  feel  a  commendable  delight  on  the 
comforts  you  cannot  fail  to  give,  fome  to  the  father  that  begat  her  ;  and  to  the 
beloved  mother ,  who  watched  her  infant  wants  ;  fome  to  the  friends  to  whom 
you  were  dear,  even  as  their  own  fouls  ;  and  who,  lamenting  your  loft  eftate, 
can  now  fay,  with  the  prodigal,  ‘  She  was  dead ,  and  is  alive  again  ;  Jhe  was 
lojl  and  is  found!’ 

Thefe  things  if  you  confider,  you  will  be  filled  with  exceeding  comfort : 
we  recommend  it  to  you  ferioufiy  to  confider  them  ;  and  defire  you  to  oberve, 
that  as  on  the  one  hand,  in  the  path  we  point  out,  prefent  Peace,  Heaven, 
and  eternal  Happinefs,  offer  themfelves  to  you: — fo  in  a  deviation  from  it, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  forrow,  fhame,  and  difeafe,  prefent  and  eternal  mifery. 

Choofe  therefore — cheofe  for  yourfelves. — And  the  God  of  unexhaufted 
goodnefs  and  love  incline  all  your  fouls  to  make  a  happy  choice.  This  will  be 
an  unfpeakable  fatisfadlion  to  us,  this  will  be  an  unfpeakable  comfort  to  your¬ 
felves. 


The  End  of  the  Advice. 


PRAYERS, 
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I. 

P  R  A  Y  E  R  S,  &c. 

Private  Prayer  for  the  Morning . 

GLORY  be  to  thee.  Lord  God  moft  merciful,  for  all  thy  bleflings 
vouchfafed  to  me,  and  particularly  for  thy  prefervation  of  me  this  night 

pail. 

O  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  thee  :  my  fins  bear 
witnefs  againfl  me,  but  there  is  mercy  with  thee,  therefore  {halt  thou  be 
feared  :  pardon  and  pity  me  for  the  fake  of  thy  blelfed  fon,  my  Lord 
and  Saviour. 

I  acknowledge  my  tranfgreftions,  and  truly  repent  before  thee  :  Oh  give 
me  thy  grace,  blelfed  Lord,  to  perfevere  in  the  right  path,  and  grant  that  I 
may  henceforth  never  depart  from  it. 

To  thee  do  I  humbly  dedicate  myfelf,  my  foul  and  my  body,  earneftly  be- 
feeching  thee,  who  haft  created,  redeemed,  and  preferved  me,  to  fill  my 
foul  with  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs  for  all  thy  mercies,  and  to  enable  me  to 
walk  worthy  thy  great  loving  kindnefs. 

Let  thine  efpecial  blefting  be  upon  all  my  friends,  and  particularly  on  thofe 
who  are  engaged  in  the  government  or  fupport  of  this  houfe :  Oh  make  it  a 
houfe  of  falvation,  not  only  to  mine,  but  to  the  fouls  of  all  its  inhabitants. 

Affift  me  chearfully  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  day  following  ;  and  fo 
pofifefs  me  with  an  awful  fenfe  of  thy  prefence  ;  of  thy  dear  Son’s  {offerings  ; 
and  of  that  future  account  which  I  muft  fhortly  give  ;  that  I  may  fear  to  of¬ 
fend  thee,  that  I  may  continually  ftrive  to  pleafe  thee— and  let  it  be  thy 
pleafure,  father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort,  fo  fully  to  pardon  all 
that  is  paft,  and  fo  completely  to  direct  me  in  all  that  is  to  come,  that  I  may 
not  fail  of  eternal  happinefs,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  whofe  holy  words  I  further  call  upon  thee,  fayingy 
Our  father ,  &c. 


Private  Prayer  for  the  Evening* 

ENTER  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant,  O  Lord,  for  in  thy  fight 
fhall  no  one  living  be  juftified. 

Blefied  be  thy  name,  thou  everlafting  and  almighty  Father,  for  thy  gracious 
prote&ion  and  prefervation  of  me  this  day  ! 


Lord. 


[  >4  J 

Lord,  thy  mercies  are  not  to  be  numbered  ;  under  a  fenfe  of  them,  and  of 
nay  own  manifold  unworthinefs,  I  am  alliamed  to  lift  up  my  face  unto  thee  : 
but  thou  defireft  not  the  death  of  a  finner  :  thou  didft  fend  thy  dear  Son  into 
the  world,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fhould  not  perilh,  but  have  ever- 
lading  life — Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelief :  Lord  I  repent,  l 
grieve,  I  lament  for  my  mifdojngs  •,  have  mercy  upon  me,  for  thy  great  good- 
nefs  ;  for  Jefus  Chrift’s  fake,  pity,  pardon,  and  blot  out  all  mine  offences. 

Gracioufly  vouchfafe  unto  me  thy  fatherly  abidance,  and  the  comfort  of 
thy  blefied  Spirit,  that  I  may  be  preferved  henceforth  from  all  the  defilements 
of  iniquity  •,  may  lerve  thee  with  a  pure  heart  and  quiet  mind,  and  bring  forth 
fruits  meet  for  repentance. 

To  thee,  Lord,  do  I  humbly  dedicate  myfelf,  my  foul  and  my  body  ; 
(Lengthen  my  good  refolutions,  and  preferve  me  from  all  the  allurements  of 
the  world,  the  flefh,  and  the  devil. 

Accept  my  moft  unfeigned  thanks  for  all  thy  mercies  vouchfafed  to  me, 
but  efpecially  for  the  bountiful  provifion,  made  for  my  fpiritual  and  temporal 
wants,  in  this  houfe  of  refuge:  Oh  may  thy  bleffing  defcend  on  the  heads  of 

all  its  inhabitants - may  we  be  wife  to  know  our  own  good,  and  to  return  the 

kindnefs  of  our  benefactors  in  unceafing  praife  and  thankfgiving  ;  blefs  them,0 
God,  with  thy  choiceft  bleffings  ;  and  kindly  remember  all  my  friends  and  re¬ 
lations,  as  well  as  all  mine  enemies  :  grant  me  thy  full  forgivenefs,  as  truly, 
O  Lord,  as  I  forgive  all  thofe  who  have  in  any  refpedt  injured  me. 

Trufting  on  thy  providence,  I  lay  me  down  to  deep:  let  my  bed  ever  re¬ 
mind  me  of  that  hour  when  I  fhall  lye  down  in  death,  to  awaken  no  more  to 
this  world;  under  an  awful  fenfe  of  which  may  I  live  in  conftant  preparation 
.for  that  great  event;  which,  if  it  fhould  happen  this  night,  as  every  moment 
of  our  frail  life  is  uncertain  :  OLord  mod:  holy,  O  God  moft  mighty,  O  holy 
and  moft  merciful  Father,  for  Jefus'  Chrift’s  fake,  have  mercy  upon  me  ;  par¬ 
don  all  that  is  paft — and  deliver  me  not  into  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal  death, 
but  take  me  under  thy  divine  protection,  and  into  thy  kingdom  of  glory.— 
Hear  me,  O  Lord,  for  thy  mercy  is  great;  and  thou  haft  promiled  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  petitions  of  thofe  who  afk  in  thy  dear  Son’s  name - relying  on 

whole  all-fufftcient  merits,  I  conclude  my  imperfect  prayers,  in  the  words 
which  he  himfelf  taught  us.— — 

Our  father ,  &c. 


A  Family 


t  15  ] 


A  Family  Prayer  for  the  Evening . 
(From  Archbifhop  Waice). 


To  be  read  by  one  of  the  Superiors  in  each  Ward. 


REmember  not  Lord  our  offences,  nor  the  offences  of  our  forefathers  ^nei¬ 
ther  take  thou  vengeance  of  our  fins ;  fpare  us  good  Lord,  fpare  thy 
people,  whom  thou  haft  redeemed  with  thy  moft  precious  blood,  and  be  not 
angry  with  us  for  ever. 

Anfwer.  Spare  us  good  Lord. 

G  God  !  we  confefs,  with  fhame  and  confufion  of  face,  that  we  are  not 
worthy  of  the  lead  regard  from  thee,  whom  we  have  fo  much  offended,  and 
whofe  patience  and  long  buffering  we  have  fo  often,  and  grievoufly  abufed. 

O  Lord  !  we  have  finned,  we  have  done  wickedly,  we  have  broken  thy 
holy  Commandments,  by  thought,  word,  and  deed,  by  doing  thole  things 
which  thou  haft  forbidden,  and  leaving  undone  the  things  which  thou  haft 
commanded.  And  to  make  ourfelves  altogether  finful,  we  have  gone  on 
in  a  continued  courfe  of  fin  and  rebellion  again  ft  thee-;  and  have  perfifted  in 
it,  notwithftanding  all  the  motions  of  thy  holy  Spirit,  and  the  checks  of  our 
confciences  to  the  contrary.  Yea,  this  very  day,  we  have  not  ceafed  to  add 
new  fins  to  all  our  former  guilt  f.  And  now,  O  God,  what  +  Here  let  a /hort 
fhall  we  fay,  or  how  fhall  we  open  our  mouths,  feeing  we  have/*/’  be  7nade’  for 
done  thefe  things  ?  O  Lord,  to  us  belong  fhame  and  confufion  ° whereto  fke 
of  face,  becaufe  we  have  rebelled  again  ft  thee  ;  but  with  thee  pas  *  offended  the 
there  is  mercy,  therefore  fhall  thou  be  feared.  Have  mercy,  day  before. 
upon  us,  O  God,  after  thy  great  goodnefs,  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercies,  do  away  our  offences  *,  wafh  us  thoroughly  from  our  wickednefs, 
and  cleanfe  us  from  our  fins ;  and  grant  us  grace  fo  truly  to  repent  of,  and 
turn  from  our  evil  doings,  that  our  iniquities  may  not  be  our  ruin.  Give  us 
a  deep  fenfe  of  our  fins  paft,  and  a  hearty  borrow  and  contrition  for  them. 
And  fo  endue  us  with  the  grace  of  thy  holy  Spirit,  that  for  what  remains  of 
our  lives  we  may  walk  more  circumfpeclly  before  thee,  redeeming  the  time 
becaufe  the  days  are  evil. 

To  this  end,  purify  our  fouls  from  all  corrupt  defires  and  affections  ;  mor¬ 
tify  all  our  carnal  lufts  and  appetites,  make  us  as  conftant  and  zealous  to  deny, 
as  we  have  ever  been  heretofore  ready  to  gratify  and  indulge  them.  Raife  up 
a  fpirit  of  piety  and  devotion,  of  love  and  charity,  of  humility  and  felf-deniaff 
within  us  }  and  grant  that  thefe,  and  all  other  Chriftian  graces,  and  virtues, 
may  increafe  and  abound  in  us :  remove  from  us  all  envy  and  hatred  and  malice, 
and  whatfoever  elfe  is  contrary  to  our  duty  towards  thee,  or  towards  our  neigh¬ 
bour  5  and  fo  eftablifh  us  in  thy  fear,  that  it  may  never  depart  from  our  minds, 

but 
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but  be  a  conftant  fecurity  to  us  againft  all  thofe  temptations  which  either  the 
devil,  the  world,  or  our  own  fielb,  fliall  hereafter  minifter  unto  us,  to  draw 
us  into  fin,  or  to  hinder  us  in  our  duty. 

More  particularly  we  pray  thee  to  pity  and  pardon  whatfoever  we  have  done 
•amifs  this  day  :  O  let  us  not  lye  down  to  reft  under  thy  difpleafure  !  But  grant 
us  that  forgivenefs  of  cur  fins  now,  which  we  may  never  have  any  future  op¬ 
portunity  to  aftt  of  thee. 

[Accept  our  moft  fincere  thanks  and  praifes  for  all  thy  mercies  from 
time  to  time  vouchfafed  unto  us,  but  efpecially  for  thy  particular  providence 
in  the  fingular  bleftings  afforded  us  in  this  Houfe  *,  make  us  duly  fenfible  of 
them,  duly  thankful  for  them,  and  grant  us  grace  fo  to  improve  this  precious 
fealon  of  mercy,  that  we  may  redeem  thy  favour  and  recover  our  loft  happi¬ 
ness*,  and  be  pleafed  to  fhed  the  riches  of  thy  love,  on  the  heads  of  all  thofe 
who  are  any  ways  concerned  in  the  management,  government,  or  fupport 
of  this  charitable  defign  }  return  their  kindnefs  fourfold  into  their  bofoms, 
and  blefs  their  benevolent  endeavours  to  the  welfare  of  their  own  and  of  every 
'foul  who  fhall  partake  of  their  tender  and  liberal  bounty.] 

Take  us,  O  God,  this  night  into  thine  efpecial  favour  and  protection,  give 
thy  holy  Angels  charge  over  us,  that  no  evils  happen  unto  us,  nor  any  dan¬ 
gers  approach  us,  to  difturb  our  repofe.  Refrefli  us  with  comfortable  reft  ; 
and  raife  us  up  in  the  morning  with  renewed  ftrength  and  vigour,  to  praife 
thy  name.  And,  now  that  wre  are  about  to  lie  down  upon  our  bed  of  reft, 
grant  us  grace  ferioufly  to  confider  that  time,  when,  in  a  little  while,  we  fliall 
lie  down  in  the  duft  :  and  fince  we  know  neither  the  day  nor  hour  of  our  m af¬ 
ter’s  coming,  make  us  fo  careful  of  our  duty,  and  fo  watchful  againft  fin, 
that  we  may  be  always  ready ;  that  we  may  never  live  in  iuch  a  ftate  as  we 
fhould  fear  to  die  in  *,  but  that  whether  we  live  we  may  live  unto  the  Lord  ; 
or  whether  we  die  we  may  die  unto  the  Lord :  that  whether  we  live  or  die, 
we  may  be  thine,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  in  whofe  moft  holy  name 
and  words,  we  farther  call  upon  thee.  Saying, 

Our  father ,  &c. 

The  Almighty  God,  who  is  a  ftrong  tower  of  defence  to  all  them  that  put 
their  cruft  in  him,  to  whom  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  under  the 
earth,  do  bow  and  obey  *,  be  now  and  evermore  our  defender  and  preferver. 

Unto  his  gracious  favour,  and  protection,  we  moft  humbly  commend 
ourlelves,  and  all  that  belong  unto  us;  (efpecially  all  of  this  houle  and 
family.)  The  Lord  blefs,  and  keepus.  The  Lord  make  his  face  to  thine  up¬ 
on  us,  and  be  gracious  unto  us.  The  Lord  lift  up  the  light  of  his  counte¬ 
nance  upon  us,  and  give  us  his  peace,  this  night  and  for  evermore.  Ameru 
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A  Prayer  from  the  Liturgy ,  proper  for  all  Limes. 

ALrmghty  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who  of  thy  great  mercy  haft 
promiied  forgivenefs  of  fins,4  to  ail  them,  who  with  hearty  repentance 
and  true  faith  turn  unto  thee  :  Have  mercy  upon  me,  pardon,  and  deliver  me 
from  all  my  fins  :  confirm  and  ftrengthen  me  in  all  goodncfs  :  and  bring  me 
to  everlafting  life,  thro’  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  Amen . 

A  Prayer  of  St.  Paul's, 

In  Ephefians,  Chap.  iii.  Ver.  14—21, 

I  bow  my  knees  unto  thee,  O  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  of  whom 
the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named  :  befeeching  that  thou 
woud’ft  grant  me,  according  to  the  riches  of  thy  glory,  to  be  ftrengthened 
with  might  by  thy  fpirit  in  the  inner  man  :  that  Chrift  may  dwell  in  my  heart 
by  faith  :  that*"  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  I  may  be  able  to  compre¬ 
hend  with  all  faints,  what  is  the  length  and  breadth  and  depth  and  height : 
and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafieth  knowledge,  that  I  may  be  filled 
with  all  the  fullnefs  of  God. 

Now  unto  thee,  who  art  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that 
we  afk  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us  :  unto  thee  be 
glory  in  the  church,  by  Chrift  Jefus  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end. 
Amen . 

N.  B.  Many  of  the  Collects  for  Sundays,  and  other  Holy  Days,  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  may  be  properly  uled  upon  various  occafions— and  particularly  the  Collect  for  the 
fecond  Sunday  in  Advent ,  may  be  ufed  before  reading  the  facred  Scriptures. 

No  Directions  for  the  publick  Worfhip  are  given,  as  you  are  furnilhed  with  a  little  TraCt 
in  your  Prayer-Book  for  that  Purpofe,  Entitled,  Directions  for  a  devout  and  decent  Behaviour 

in  the  public  Wor Jhip  of  God:  which  it  is  to  be  hoped,  you  will  diligently  read - and  at  the 

2Cth  Page,  you  will  find  Colletts  proper  for  all  Occafions  pointed  out. - And  for  the  Sa¬ 

crament,  Bifhop  Wilfons  Book  will  be  put  into  your  hands,  when  you  are  denrous  to  com¬ 
municate.  In  which,  as  well  as  in  Dr.  Stanhope's  St.  Aufiin ,  and  his  Thomas  a  Ktmpis , 
you  will  do  well  to  employ  yourfelves  ferioufly  and  diligently. 

A  Prayer  to  be  ujed  during  Sicknefs . 

N.  B.  If  the  ftek  P  erf  on  be  fo  very  ill  that  fe  cannot  read  this  h  erf  elf  floe  may  defire  fiome 
friend  to  repeat  it  to  hery  and  then  fhe  may  add  at  the  conclufion  her  hearty  Amen. 

ALmighty,  and  moft  righteous  Lord  God,  <c  in  whofe  hands  are  the  ap¬ 
pointments  of  life  and  death,”  give  me  grace  to  confider  that  this  my 
ficknefs  is  of  thy  fending  ",  and  to  acknowledge  as  well  the  juftice,  as  the 
mercifulnefs  of  thy  vifitation  and  my  fufferings.  May  I  look  up  to  thee  for 
ftrength  to  bear,  and  grace  to  profit  by  it.  It  comes,  O  my  Gom,  as  thy f courge 
for  my  fins,  which  is  to  make  me  fee,  feel,  and  avoid  them  \—as  thy  medicine 
to  cure  my  fpi ritual  difeafes  *,  and  as  thy  fiery  trials  whi  .h  is  to  prove  my 

D  virtues, 


C  18'  ]' 

virtues,  and  purge  away  my  drofs.  Let  it  not  fail,  Lord,1  to  anfwer  thefe~ 
gracious  purpofes.x  Bring  to  my  mind  all  jfuch  considerations  as  may  revive, 
and  fuccour  me,  and  raife  me  above  all  difcouragements  and  fear  ;  and  let 
my  thoughts  under  this  vifitation  be  only  thofe  of  love  and  thankfulnefs  ;  of 
reiignation  and  obedience ;  of  humility  and  hope  in  thy  mercy.  Give  me 
patience,  l  befeech  thee,  and  a  full  trull  in  thy  moll  gracious  promifes,  that  I 
may  entertain  no  evil  fiirmifes  ;  nor  fhew  any  indecent  carriage,  which  wou’d 
add  to  my  guilt,  if  I  die  j  or  to  my  remorfe  and  fhame,  if  1  live. 

Pity  thy  fick  fervant,  and  leffen  my  forrows,  O  Father  of  mercies,  out 
of  companion  to  my  weaknefs.  Pardon  my  reltlefs  complainings ;  and  fup- 
port  me  under  them  .by  thy  comforts.  Direfl,  and  recompenle  the  labours 
and  kindnefs  of  thofe,  who  charitably  and  friendly  attend  rne  in  my  ficknefs. 
Keep  me  always  fubmiffive  and  devout  towards  thee,  and  no  ways  impatient 
or  ungrateful  towards  thofe  a'round  me.  May  thy  bleffing  accompany  all  . 
their  endeavours  for  my  good,  and  all  the  medicines  I  take.  Put  an  end  in 
due  time  to  my  difeafe,  (or  to  my  fains)  :  either  rellore  me  to  my  flrength, 
health,  and  eafe,  granting  me  the  mercies  of  a  longer  life,  or  elfe  prepare  me 
more  immediately,  for  a  blelfed,  and  eternal  life,  for  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ's  * 
fake,  who  died  for  our  fins  and  rofe  again  for  our  j unification.  Amen... 


Hath  God  mercifully  rejlored you  to  health  ?  Surely  you  cannot  doubt  the  obligations  you  he 
under  to  be  thankful  for  his  mercies.  Dreadful  indeed  that  out  of  ten  Lepers 
who  WERE  CLEANSED,  only  one  Jhould  return  to  give  thanks:  but  take  fpecial  care 
that  you  follow  not  the  example  of  the  nine  (See  Luke  xvii.  7)  for  inflames  of  fuch  in¬ 
gratitude  are  too  common .  . 

A  Prayer  after  Recovery. 

4  j 

MOST  gracious  and  merciful  God,  the  fountain  of  life,  I  return  thee 
humbly  and  hearty  thanks  for  having  fpared  the  life  of  thy  fervant  •,  1 
adore  thee  as  the  Author  of  my  Cure ,  and  p raife  thee  for  the  fuccefs  thou  hall 
given  to  thofe  applications  which  were  the  means  of  effecting  it.  May  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  challifements,  the  inft  ructions,  and  the ‘deliverance  I  have  received  ; 
and  may  I  be  enabled  to  perform  the  good  refolutions  I  made  in  my  ficknefs. 
As  thou  has  condefcended  to  hearken  to  the  prayer  of  fo  finful  a  creature, 
may  1  “  call  upon  thee  as  long,  as  I  live”.  Being  made  •  whole,  may  I  “  go*, 
away  and  fin  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  come  unto  me.”  Having  known 
the  bitternefs  of  affiflion,  may  Ppity  and  endeavour  to  relieve  thofe  that  labour 
under  it.  And  may  I  never  forget  my  obligations  to  thee,  and  the  kindnefs 
of  thofe  about  me,  (efpecially  my  Benefactors  of  this  Houfe.)  I  humbly  re-, 
commend  them  and  myfelf  to  thy  continued  mercy,  and  everlaftrng  favour, 
through  Jesus  Chrsit,  my  Lord  and  Saviour.  Amen. 

N.  B.  Thefe  two  Prayers  as  well  as  the  Verfes  for  the  ufe  of  the  Sick,  are  taken  from  Dr.  Stem- 
houfe  s  very  valuable  Treatife,  called  Advice  to  a  Patient ,  &c.  a  book  excellently  calculated  for, 
and  much  to  be  recommended  to,  aU  Hofpitals,  and  Infirmaries.  Tho’  indeed  his  Directions  to. 
the  Uninflrufted,  may  be  of  much  more  general  Utility.  It  is  fold  at  Rivington  s  in  St.  Paul’s  Lhurch- 
Yaid  :  and  is  one  of  the  Books  given  away  by  the  Society  for  promoting  Cbrijlian  Knowledge. 

Some 
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Some  Injlancei  of  Christ’s  Life  propofed  for  Imitation . 


[Thefe  are  extracted  from  Bur  kit's  Expofition  of  the  New  Teflament,  at  the  clofe  of  his  Re¬ 
marks  on  St.  John’s  Gofpel,  where  all  who  have  this  ufcful  Book  in  their  Poffellion,  may  find 
proper  Comments  on  thofe  inftances  of  our  Saviour’s  Life.] 


I.  TT  I  S  early  piety.  See  Luke  ii.  46,  47. 

JTjl  2*  His  obedience  to  his  earthly  parents.  Set  Luke  ii.  51. 

3.  His  unwearied  diligence  in  doing  Good.  See  ASls  x.  38. 

4.  His  humility  and  lowlinefs  of  uiind.  See  Matt,  xi,  29. 

5.  The  unblameablenefs  and  inoffenfivenefs  of  his  life  and  aftions. 


See 


xix.  27. 


6.  His  eminent  felf  denial.  See  Phil.  ii.  7.  8. 

7.  His  contentment  in  a  low  and  mean  condition  in  this  world.  See  Luke 

ix.  58.  Phil.  iv.  11. 

8.  His  frequent  performance  of  the  duty  of  private  prayer.  See  Luke  vi.  1 2. 

Mark  i.  35. 

9.  His  affedhonate  performance  of  the  duty  of  praife  and  thankfgiving.  See 

Mat.  xi.  25.  John  xi.  41. 

10.  His  companion  towards  thofe  who  were  miferable,  and  in  diftrefs.  See 


.Mat.  xx.  .34. 

11.  His  fpiritual  entertaining,  and  ufeful  difeourfe.  See  Luke  xiv.  7.  xxiv.  13. 

12.  His  free,  familiar,  fociable  behaviour.  See  Mat.  xi.  19.  Luke  v.  29. 

13.  His  patience  u,nder  bufferings  and  reproaches.  See  1  Pet.  ii.  21,  22. 

14.  His  readinefs  to  forgive  injuries.  See  Luke  xxiii.  34, 

15.  His  laying  to  heart  the  fins  as  well  as  fufferings  of  others.  See  Mark  ill.  5, 

16.  His  zeal  for  the  public  worfhip  of  God.  See  John  ii.  17. 

1 7.  His  glorifying  his  Father  in  all  he  did.  See  John  xvii.  4. 

18.  His  impartiality  in  reproving  fin.  See  Matt.  xxii.  23. 

19.  His  univerfal  obedience  to  his  Father’s  wil],  and  chearful  fubmifTioii  to 
his  Father’s  pleafure.  See  Matt ,  xxvi.  39. 

20.  His  laws  and  practice  of  univerfal  holinefs  both  in  heart  and  life. 
See  Luke  iv.  34. 


We  muft  remember,  cs  fo  to  imitate  Chrifi  for  <xur  Pattern^  as  to  acknow  * 
cc  ledge  him  for  our  high-prieft  and  InterceJforJ *  as  we  are  taught  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  excellent  prayer  from  the  liturgy,  proper  to  be  ufed  at  all  leafons. 


ALmighty  God,  who  haft  given  thy  only  Son  to  be  unto  us  both  a  Sacri¬ 
fice  for  fin,  and  alfo  an  Example  of  godly  life  :  give  us  grace  that  we 
may  always  molt  thankfully  receive  that  his  ineftimable  benefit  :  and  alfo  daily 
endeavour  ourfelves  to  follow  the  fteps  of  his  mo  ft  holy  life  :  .and  finally  to 
be  made  partakers  of  his  refurredtion,  through  the  fame  Jefus  Chrift,  our  me¬ 
diator.  and  advocate.  Amen. 

P  2  Verfes 


Verses  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Sick . 

I. 

MY  God,  with  grateful  heart  I’ll  raife, 
A  daily  altar  to  thy  praife  ; 

Thy  friendly  hand  my  courfe  diredfs, 

Thy  watchful  eye  my  bed  protects. 

2. 

When  dangers,  woes  or  death  are  nigh, 
-Paid  mercies  teach  me  where  to  fly  ; 

The  fame  Almighty  arm  can  aid, 

Now  dcknefs  grieves,  and  pains  invade. 

3- 

To  all  the  various  helps  of  art 
Kindly  thy  healing  pow’r  impart ; 
Bethesda's  bath  *  refus’d  to  lave, 

Unlefs  an  Angel  bled  the  wave. 

4* 

All  Med’cines  adf  by  thy  decree, 

Receive  commiflion  all  from  Thee  : 

And  not  a  plant  which  fpreads  the  plains, 
But  teems  with  health  when  heav’n. ordains. 

5- 

Clay  and  Si  loam's  pool  f  we  find. 

At  heav’n’s  command  redor’d  the  blind ; 
Hence  "Jordan  s  *  waters  once  were  feen 
To  wail]  a  Syrian  leper  clean. 

'  > 

But  grant  me  nobler  favours  dill, 

Grant  me  to  know  and  do  thy  will, 

Purge  my  foul  foul  from  every  dain, 

And  fave  me  from  eternal  pain. 

7* 

Can  fuch  a  wretch  for  pardon  fue  ! 

My  crimes,  my  crimes  arife  in  view! 

Aried  my  trembling  tongue  in  prayer, 

_>And  pour  the  horrors  of  defpair. 

8. 

But  oh1  regard  my  contrite  dghs, 

My  tortur’d  bread,  my  dreaming  eyes  ; 

To  me  thy  boundlefs  love  extend, 

My  God,  my  Father,  and  my  Friend. 

9\  ,  , 

Thefe  lovely  names  I  ne’er  cou  d  piead, 

Had  not  thy  fon  vouchfaf’d  to  bleed 
His  blood  procures  for  Adam’s  race 
Admittance  to  the  throne  of  grace. 


When  vice  hath  fhot  it’s  poifon'd  dart , 

And  confcious  guilt  corrodes  the  heart  j 
His  blood  is  all  fuflicient  found, 

To  draw  the  ihaft  and  heal  the  wound. 

ii. 

What  arrows  pierce  fo  deep  as  dn  ? 

What  venom  gives  fuch  pain  within  ? 

Thou  great  phydciaa  of  the  foul, 

Rebuke  my  pangs  and  make  me  whole, 

I  2. 

Oh  !  If  I  trull  thy  fov ’reign  (kill. 

With  deep  fubmiflion  to  thy  will  ; 

Sicbiefs  and  death  fhall  both  agree 
To  bring  me.  Lord ,  at  lall:  to  THEE. 

A  Midnight  Hymn. 

By  Biflocp  Ken  re,  Author  of  the  Morning  and  • 
Evening  Hymns . 

MY  God,  now  I  from  deep  awake,. 

The  foie  poffeflion  of  me  take  ; 

From  midnight  terrors  me  fecure, 

And  guard  my  heart  from  thoughts  impure. 

Bled  Angels,  while  we  filent  lye, 

You  hallelujahs  dng  on  high  : 

You  joyful  hymn  the  ever-bled 
Before  the  throne,  and  never  red. 

I  with  your  choir  celeflial  join, 

In  ofr ’ring  up  a  hymn  divine  :  . 

With  you  in  heaven  I  hope  to  dwell  ; 

And  bid  the  night  and  world  farewell. 

My  foul,  when  I  fhake  off  this  duff,. 

Lord,  in  thy  arms  I  will  entrud  : 

O  make  me  thy  peculiar  care, 

Some  mandon  for  my  foul  prepare. 

Give  me  a  place  at  thy  faints  feet, 

Or  fome  f.dPn  angel’s  vacant  feat: 

HI  lirive  to  dng  as  loud  as  they. 

Who  dt  above  in  blighter  day. 

O  may  I  always  ready  dand, 

With  my  lamp  burning 'in  my  hand  :  • 

May  I  in  fight  of  heaven  rejoice. 

Whene’er  I  hear  the  bridegroom’s  voice. 

All 


'*  See  John  v.  4.  f  Johnix.  7.  J  2  Kings  v.  Jo. 
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All  praife  to  thee  in  light  array’d. 

Who  light  thy  dwelling  place  haft  made : 

A  boundlefs  ocean  of  bright  beams, 

From  thy  all-glorious  God-head  ftreams. 

The  fun,  in  its  meridian  height. 

Is  very  darknefs  in  thy  fight  : 

My  foul  O  lighten  and  inflame, 

With  thought  and  love  of  thy  great  name. 

% 

Blefs’d  Jefus,  thou  on  heav’n  intent, 

Whole  nights  haft  in  devotion  fpent  ; 

But  I,  frail  creature,  foon  am  tir'd. 

And  all  my  zeal  is  foon  expir’d. 

My  foul,  how  canft  thou  weary  grow 
Of  antedating  blifs  below  : 

In  facred  hymns  and  heavenly  love, 

Which  will  eternal  be  above. 

Shine  on  me.  Lord,  new  life  impart, 

Frefh  ardors  kindle  in  my  heart : 

One  ray  of  thy  all-quick ’ning  light, 

Difpels  the  floth  and  clouds  of  night. 

Lord,  left  the  tempter  me  furprife, 

Watch  over  thine  own  facrifice: 

All  loofe,  all  idle  thoughts  caft  out, 

And  make  my  very  dreams  devout. 

Praife  God  from  whom  all  blefflngs -flow, 
Praife  him  all  creatures  here  below  : 

Praife  him  above  ye  heav’nly  hoft, 

Praife  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft. 

^  C  LI  A  R  I  T  Y. 

A  Paraphrafe  on  the  Thirteenth  Chapter  of  the 
Firji  Epifiie  to  the  Corinthians, 

By  Mr .  Prior. 

ID  Tweeter  founds  adorn  my  flowing 
^ongue, 

Than  efer  man  pronounc’d,  or  Angel  fung  : 
Had  I  all  knowledge  human  and  divine. 

That  thought  can  reach,  or  fcience  can  de~ 
fine  : 

And  had  I  power  to  give  that  knowledge  birth 
In  all  the  fpeeches  of  the  babling  earth  ; 
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Did  Shadraeh* s  zeal  my  glowing  bread  in* 
fpire, 

To  weary  tortures,  and  rejoice  in  fire  ; 

Or  had  I  faith  like  that  which  Ifrael  faw. 
When  Mofes  gave  them  miracles  and  law  : 
Yet  gracious  charity  indulgent  gueft, 

Were  not  thy  power  exerted  in  my  breaft, 
Thofe  fpeeches  wou’d  fend  up  unheeded  pray- 

ers 

That  fcorn  of  life  wou’d  be  but  wild  difpair  : 
A  tymbals  found  were  better  than  my  voice  : 
My  faith  were  form :  my  eloquence  were  noife. 

Charity ,  decent,  modeft,  eafy,  kind, 
Softens  the  high,  and  rears  the  abjeCt  mind  : 
Knows  with  juft  reins,  and  gentle  hand  to 
guide. 

Betwixt  vile  ftiame,  and  arbitary  pride  : 

Not  foon  provok’d,  fhe  eafily  forgives. 

And  much  (he  fuffers,  as  file  much  believes  : 
Soft  peace^fhe  brings,  wherever  file  arrives, 
She  builds  our  quiet,  as  fhe  forms  our  lives  : 
Lays  the  rough  paths  of  peevifh  nature  ev’n, 
And  opens  in  each  heart  a  little  heav’n. 

Each  other  gift  which  God  on  man  bellows, 
Its  proper  bound,  and  due  reflection  knows  : 
To  one  fixt  purpofe  dedicates  its  pow’r. 

And  finiftiing  its  act  exifts  no  more. 

Thus  in  obedience  to  what  heaven  decrees, 
Knowledge  fhall  fail  and  prophecy  (hall  ceafe  : 
But  lading  Charity’s  more  ample  fway. 

Not  bound  by  time,  nor  fubject  to  decay  : 

In  happy  triumph  fhall  for  ever  live. 

And  endlefs  good  diffufe,  and  endlefs  praife 
receive. 

t 

HYMN  by  Mr.  Addison. 

1. 

H  E  N  rifing  from  the  bed  of  death, 
O’erwhelm’d  with  guilt  and  fear, 

I  fee  my  Maker,  face  to  face; 

O  how  fhall  I  appear  ! 

2. 

If  yet,  while  pardon  may  be  found, 

And  mercy  may  be  fought, 

My  heart  with  inward  horror  fhrinks. 

And  trembles  at  the  thought ; 

& 


When 
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When  thou,  O  Lord,  fhalt  fraud  difclos’d 
In  majefty  fevere, 

And  fit  in  judgment  on  my  foul, 

O  how  fhall  I  appear  ! 

4* 

But  thou  haft  told  the  troubled  mind, 
Who  does  her  Tins  lament; 

The  timely  tribute  of  her  tears 
Shall  endlefs  woe  prevent* 

5- 

I  hen  fee  the  forrow  of  my  heart, 

E’er  yet  it  be  too  late  ; 

And  hear  my  Saviour’s  dying  groans 
To  give  thefe  for  rows  weight. 

6. 

For  never  fhall  my  foul  defpair 
Her  pardon  to  procure, 

Who  knows  thy  only  Son  has  dy’d, 

To  make  her  pardon  fure. 

II  Y  M  N.  By  Mrs.  Rowe. 

/ 

1. 

N  vain  the  dusky  night  retires, 

And  fullen  Ihadows  fly; 

In  vain  the  morn  with  purple  light 
Adorns  the  caftern  sky  ; 

2. 

In  vain  the  gaudy  rifing  fun 
The  wide  horizon  gilds, 

Comes  glitt’ring  o’er  the  filver  ftreams, 
And  chears  the  dewy  fields. 

3* 

In  vain,  difpenfing  vernal  fweets. 

The  morning  breezes  play  ; 

In  vain,  the  birds  with  chearful  fongs, 
Salute  the  new-born  day. 

4* 

In  vain,  unlefs  my  Saviour’s  face 
7"hefe  gloomy  clouds  controul, 

And  diflipate  the  fullen  fhadcs 
That  prefs  my  drooping  foul. 

5* 

Oh  !  vifit  then  thy  fervant,  Lord, 

Wiih  favour  from  on  high, 

Arife,  my  bright  immortal  fun, 

And  -all  thefe  fhades  will  dig. 


6. 

When,  when  fhall  I  behold  thy  facie 
All  radiant  and  ferene, 

Without  thofe  envious  dusky  clouds 
That  make  a  veil  between  ? 

7* 

When  fhall  that  long  expedled  day 
Of  facred  vifion  be, 

When  my  impatient  foul  fhall  make 
A  near  approach  to  thee . 

^/>/LE WDNESS,  by  Dr.  WATTS. 

I. 

WH  Y  fhould  vou  let  your  wand'ring  eyes 
Entice  your  fouls  to  fhameful  fin  ! 
Scandal  and  ruin  are  the  prize 
You  take  fuch  fatal  pains  to  win. 

2. 

This  brutal  vice  makes  reafon  blind, 

And  blots  the  name  with  hateful  ftains  : 

It  waftes  the  flefh,  pollutes  the  mind, 

And  tears  the  heart  with  racking  pains. 

3- 

Let  David  fpeak  with  heavy  groans. 

How  it  eftrang’d  his  foul  from  God  ; 

Made  him  complain  of  broken  bones. 

And  fill'd  his  houfe  with  wars  and  blood  . 

4* 

Let  Solomon  and  Samfon  tell 

Their  melancholy  ftories  here, 

How  bright  they  fhone,  how  low  they  fell 
When  fin’s  vile  pleafures  coft  them  dear. 

5* 

In  vain  you  chufe  the  darkeft  time. 

Nor  let  the  fun  behold  the  fight ; 

In  vain  you  hope  to  hide  your  crime 
Behind  the  curtains  of  the  night; 

6. 

The  wakeful  ftars  and  midnight  moon 

W atch  your  fouldeeds,  &knowyourfhame  ; 
And  God’s  own  eye,  lik«  beams  of  noon, 
Strikes  through  the  fhade,  and  marks  your 
name. 

7* 

What  will  ve  do  when  heav’m  inquires 
Into  thofe  feenes  of  fecret.fin? 

And  luft,  with  all  its  guilty  fires, 

Shall  make  your  confciencr rage  within? 
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8. 

Flow  will  you  curfe  your  wanton  eyes, 

Curfe  the  lewd  partners  of  your  fhame, 
When  death,  with  horrible  furprife. 

Shews  you  the  pit  of  quenchlefs  flame 

9- 

Flee,  flnners,  flee  th’  unlawful  bed. 

Left  vengeance  fend  you  down  to  dwell 
In  the  dark  regions  of  the  dead. 

To  feed  the  fierceft  Are  in  hell. 


The  UNKNOWN  WORLD. 

HARK,  my  gay  friend,  that  .folemn  toll 
Speaks  the  departure  of  a  foul : 

^Tis  gone,  that’s  -all  we  know — not  where. 
Or  how  th’  unbody’d  foul  does  fare. 

In  that  myfterious  world  none  knows,  , 
But  Qod  alone,  to  whom  it  goes  ; 

To  whom  departed  fouls  return, 

To  take  their  doom,  to  fmiie  or  mourn. 

Oh  !  by  what  glimm’ring  light  we  view 
The  unknown  world  we’re  haft’ning  to  ! 
God  has  lock’d  up  the  myftic  page, 

And  curtain’d  darknefs  round  the  ftage  ! 

Wife  heav’n,  to  render  fearch  perplext,- 
Has  drawm  ’twixt  this  world  and  the  next 
A  dark  impenetrable  fcreerv 
All  behind  which  is  yet  unfeen! 

We  talk  of  heav’n,  we  talk  of  hell : 

But  what  they  mean,  no  tongue  can  tell  !  ' 
Heav’n  is  the  realm  where  angels  are, 

And  hell  the  chaos  of  defpair  ! 

But  what  thefe  awful  words  imply, 

None  of  us  know  before  we  die  ! 

Whether  we  will  or  no,  we  muft 
T ake  the  fucceeding  world  on  truft. 

This  hour  perhaps  our  friend  is  well ; 
Death— ftruck  the  next,  he  cries — farewell  !, 
I  die! — and^then  for  ought  we  fee 
Ceafes  at  once  to  breathe  and  be. 

Thus  launch'd  from  life’s  ambiguous  fhare, 
Ingulph'd  in  death,  appears  no  more. 

Then  undirected  to  repair 

To  diftant  worlds  we  know  not  where.: 

Swift  flies  the  foul ;  perhaps  ’tis  gene 
A  thoufand  leagues  beyond  the  fun  , 
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Or  twice  ten  thoufand  more  thrice  told, 

Ere  the  forfaken  clay  is  cold  ! 

And  yet  who  knows,  if  friends  we  lov’d, 
Tho’  dead,  may  be  fo  far  remov’d  ? 

Only  this  vail  of  fiefh  between, 

Perhaps  they  watch  us,  tho’  unfeen. 

W  hilft  we,  their  lofs  lamenting,  fay, 
They’re  out  of  hearing,  far  away  ; 
Guardians  to  us,  perhaps  they’re  near, 
Conceal'd  in  vehicles  of  air. 

And  yet  no  notices  they  give, 

Nor  tell  us  where,  nor  how  they  live  ; 

Tho’  confcious,  whilft  with  us  below. 

How  much  themfelves  defir’d  to  know. 

As  if  bound  up  by  folemn  fate. 

To  keep  this  fecret  of  their  ftate, 

To  tell  their  joys  or  pains  to  none, 

That  man  might  live  by  faith  alone. 

Well  let  my  fov’reign  if  he  pleafe. 

Lock  up  his  marvellous  decrees  ; 

Why  fhould  Iwifhhim  to  reveal 
What  he  thinks  proper  to  conceal  r 
It  is  enough  that  I  believe, 

Heav’n’s  brighter  than  I  can  conceive  : 

And  he,  that  makes  it  all  his  care 
To  ferve  God  here,  Fh all  fee  him  there  ! 

But  oh!  what  worlds  fhall  I  furvey. 

The  moment  that  I  leave  this  clay  ? 

How  fudden  the  furprife,  how  new  ! 

Let  it,  my  God,  be  happy  too!  , 

On  the  LAST JUDGMENT  By  the  Ear! 

of  Rofcomon  , 

i. 

'T  FI  E  day  of  wrath,  that  dread f*ul  day 
I  Shall  the  whole  world  in  afhes  lay, 

As  David  and  the  Sybils  fay. 

2. 

What  horror  will  invade  the  mind, 

When  the  ftriCl  Judge  who  would  be  kind,' 
Shall  have  few  venial  faults  to  find  ? 

r% 

3» 

The  laft  loud  trumpets  wond’rous  found 
Shall  through  the  rending  tombs’ rebound, 
And  wake  the  nations  under  ground. 

T  ■ 

Nature  and  death  (hah,  with  furprife. 

Behold  the  pale  offender  rife, 

And  view  the  Judge  with  confcious  eyes. 

Then 


s 
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Then  {hall,  with  univerfal  dread, 

The  facred  myftic  book  be  read, 

To  try  the  living  and  the  dead. 

6. 

The  Judge  afcends  his  awful  throne, 

He  makes  each  fecret  fin  be  known, 

And  all  with  fhame  confefs  their  own. 

7- 

Oh  !  then  what  int’reft  fhall  I  make, 

To  fave  my  laft  important  flake, 

When  the  moll:  juft  have  caufe  to  quake. 

8. 

Thou  mighty,  formidable  King, 

Thou  mercy’s  unexhaufted  fpring, 

Some  comfortable  pity  bring. 

'  9- 

Torget  not  what  my  ranfom  coft. 

Nor  let  my  dear-bought  foul  be  loft, 

In  {forms  of  guilty  terror  toft. 

10. 

Thou  who  for  me  didft  feel  fuch  pain, 
Whofe  precious  blood  the  crofs  did  ftain, 
Let  not  thofe  agonies  be  vain. 

;i  i. 

Thou  whom  avenging  powers  obey. 
Cancel  my  debt,  too  great  to  pay, 

Before  the  fad  accounting  day. 

12. 

Surrounded  with  amazing  fears, 

Whofe  load  my  foul  with  anguifh  bears, 

I  figb,  I  weep  j  accept  my  tears. 

*3- 

Thou  who  wert  mov’d  with  Mary's  grief, 
And  by  abfolving  of  the  thief. 

Haft  given  me  hope,  now  give  relief. 

14. 

Rejedf  not  my  unworthy  prayer, 

Preferve  me  from  that  dang’rous  fnare, 
Which  death  and  gaping  hell  prepare. 

15- 

Give  my  exalted  foul  a  place, 

Among  thy  chofen  right-hand  race, 

The  fons  of  God,  and  heirs  of  Grace. 

.  The 
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16. 

From  that  infatiable  abyfs, 

Where  flames  devour  and  ferpents  hifs. 

Promote  me  to  thy  feat  of  blifs. 

J  % 

*7- 

Proftrate  my  contrite  heart  I  rend. 

My  God,  my  father,  and  my  friend, 

Do  not  forfake  me  in]my  end. 

18. 

Well  may  they  curfe  their  fecond  breath. 
Who  rife  to  a  reviving  death. 

Thou  great  Creator  of  mankind, 

Let  guilty  man  compaflion  find  ! 


THANKS  to  GOD. 


By  Dr .  Doddridge. 

1. 

ALL  glorious  God,  what  hymns  of  praife, 
Shall  our  tranfported  voices  raife  : 

What  flaming  love  and  zeal  is  due, 

While  heaven  ftands  open  to  our  view  ? 


2. 

Once  we  were  fall’ll,  and  oh  how  low  ! 
Juft  on  the  brink  of  endlefs  woe  : 
Doom’d  to  a  heritage  in  hell ; 

Where  finners  in  deep  darknefs  dwell. 


3  - 

But  lo,  a  ray  of  chearful  light, 

Scatters  the  horrid  {hades  of  night : 

Lo,  what  triumphant  grace  is  {hewn, 

To  fouls  impoverifh’d  and  undone  ! 

4- 

Far,  far  beyond  the fe  mortal  {hores 
A  bright  inheritance  is  ours  : 

Where  faints  in  light  our  coming  wait. 

To  {hare  their  holy  blisful  ft  ate  \ — 

5* 

If  ready  dreft  for  heaven  we  fhine. 

Thine  are  the  robes,  the  crown  is  tnine  : 
May  endlefs  years  their  courfe  prolong. 
While,  44  Thine  the  praife”  is  all  our  fong. 


EN  D. 


